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PRAYERS 


For all people—for all occasions 
By Leander M. Zimmerman 


3rief original prayers—120 of them 
erouped under 14 general themes. Amply 
expressive and simple in diction. Spon- 
taneous rather than formal in nature. 35 


cents; in lots of 3 copies, postpaid, $1.00. 


A BOOK OF PRAYERS FOR YOUTH 
By J. S. Hoyland 


A group of 
with a wide range of subjects. 


dealing 
$1.00. 


113 short prayers 
(23) 
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A BOOK OF PRAYERS FOR 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


By Richard K. Morton 


Real, simple, prayable prayers—121 in 
all—tor ey or group use. (38) Cloth, 
75 cents. 


PRAYERS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
By Stuart R. Ogelsby 


A selection of 144 original prayers 
grouped under a wide variety of themes. 
For use with young people’s groups, older 
groups in Sunday School and women’s so- 
cieties. (45) 75 cents. 


IN TOUCH WITH GOD 
By Elias H. Phillips 


A collection of prayers for Sunday 
School superintendents, teachers, and all 
those engaged in Christian work, both for 
general and special occasions. (30) $1.35. 


TALKING WITH GOD 
Edited by Alfred Franklin Smith 


For private devotions or for group use, 
this collection of 126 prayers is admirable. 


Fashioned to fit the needs of youth. 


(38) 
Paper, 25 cents. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228 Spruce St. Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Chicago 11 Pittsburgh 22 Columbia 3 


GLADNESS, GIFTS 
and GREETINGS 


What a gladsome season Christmas is! The angel at the First Christ- 
mas set the tone of it for all time when he said, “Behold, I bring you tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in 


the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 


“He spake; and straightway the celestial choir 
In hymns of joy, unknown before, conspire.” 
“Let us, like those good shepherds, then employ 


Our grateful voices to proclaim the joy.” 


God gave, and we are glad. So glad are we for His great Gift, that 
we, too, give at Christmas time to many far and near. Not only do we give 
to family and friends, but also to those who are known to us only by their 
need. The surge of good-will we feel at Christmas, itself inspired by God’s 
great good-will to us all, deepens and widens our sympathies and generosi- 


and so do we at Christmas. 


ties. God gave, and gives 


“Let Christmas not become a thing 
Wut Merely of merchants’ trafficking, 
Of tinsel, bell, and holly wreath 
And surface pleasure, but beneath 
The childish glamor let us find 
Nourishment for soul and mind.” 


Even when members of our families and friends can not be remem- 
bered with material gifts, we can send them messages conveying the joyous 


vreetings of the season. 


“There is good cheer in the greeting 
That a Christmas card may bring, 
For it tells the age-long story 
Of a Saviour and a King. 

It speaks of tinsel, trees and bells 
Of mistletoe and holly, 

And a hearty, happy wish foretells 
A season bright and jolly.” 


“There 3 
a Star 
ia the 
Sky 


y T this time of the year when the 
ff word “star” has such an import- 

ant place in our thinking, the 
constellation Cygnus, popularly known 
as the Northern Cross, holds a fasci- 
nation for all students of the skies 
and all lovers of the beautiful. 

The Northern Cross may be seen at 
its best in this latitude around the holi- 
day season at about nine o'clock in the 
evening when it stands upright on the 
western hills, impressive and majestic, 
seeming to beckon all beholders up- 
ward and onward. 

The early Christians regarded this 
figure as the Cross of Calva-y. It is 
a glorious symbol of the Christian 
faith, especially significant at this time 
of the year. Few can study the star- 
studded skies without developing a 
new and more profound belief in the 
wonders of God. 


Tkat Other Star 


The other “star” of which we think, 
of course, is the star in the east which 
guided the wise men to the manger 
whe:e they found the Baby Jesus. 

Through the centuries these stars 
have shone from the heavens, as con- 
stant and unchanging as the love of 
God for men. From them we draw 
strength. 


The star which guided the wise men 
of long ago still guides us today. From 
the five points of this star shine mes- 
sages which, if we will know of them, 
can direct us in living lives of real 
Christian service. 

Its Message 

The first point, let us say, represents 
love to all mankind. 

Whoso bears his brother’s burden, 

Whoso shares another’s woe, 

Brings his frankincense to Jesus 

With the men of long ago. 

What better gift could we bring to 


Jesus than a true love for all mankind? 
And in what better way can we show 
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and prove this love than in real Ch~is- 
tian service? We are indeed our 
brother’s keeper when our lives are 
given for others. This gift we can give 
not only at Christmas, but all the year 
through, which brings us to the sec- 
ond point of the Star. 

This second point shall be called the 
spirit of suaring. 


For somehow, not only at Christmas 
But all the long year through, 

The joy that you give to others 

Is the joy that comes back to you. 


The words of Jesus come back to us 
as we read these lines. “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’ And 
there is no substitute for the deep joy 
of giving. 

Perhaps one of the outstanding 
characteristics of Jesus, du-ing the 
years He lived on earth among men, 
was His humility. He lived a humble 
life among the common men. From 
the third point of the Star shines the 
Spirit of humility, a forgetting of self 
for others. 


“In the beauty of the lilies, Christ 
was born across the sea 

With a glory in His bosom that 
transfigu es you and me.” 


In the spirit of humility, let us follow 
our God, who is marching on. 


By the light of Christ we shall keep 
burning brightly the fourth point of 
the Star, which we shall call love to 
God. How can our lives be less than 
lives of service because we love God? 
He sent His only Son to earth because 
He loved mankind. Service in the name 
of Christ is our true expression of our 
love to God. 


By VIRGINIA WIRT 
Chairman 


Life Service 
Committee 


bony 


When the wise men saw the Star in 
the eastern sky the night of Jesus’ 
birth they were afraid. But then they 
heard the voices of the angels sing- 
ing, “Joy to the world,’ and a voice 
from heaven which said, “Fear not, for 
behold I bring you good tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all peo- 
ple.” And this joy of which the angels 
sang is the fifth point of the Star, joy 
to the world. How great was the joy 
of the shepherds and the wise men 
when they found the Baby Jesus, and 
knelt to worship Him! And how great 
has been the joy throughout the whole 
world since that day, to those who 
have acknowledged Him! 


Re-echoing the Angels’ Song 
May we dedicate our lives in serv- 
ice to Him, that we may brine“this joy 


to those who have not heard the song 
of the angels. 


“Where a life is spent in service 
Walking where the Master trod, 
There is scattered myrrh most 
fragrant 
For the blessed Son of God.” 
The Legend.of the Star 


There is a story told of a very tiny 
Star that had twinkled and shone in 
the heavens before the beginning of 
everything. It is said that when the 
angels set the stars in the sky to make 
the night beautiful they carried, this 
tiny Star to the far east and set it in 
the middle of a big, black space and 
told it to stay there until God called it. 
The little Star was lonely and fright- 
ened and often longed for someone to 
talk with. But no other star came and 
lone, lonely years passed. One day a 
comet appeared in the heavens and the 
tiny Star thought at last it would not 
be alone. But the comet was allowed 
to go anywhere in the heavens he 
chose and he flashed by the tiny Star, 
never even seeing it, and trailing a 
brilliant tail of fire as he went. 


(Continued on Page 29) 
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Decorations 


The decorations for this season of 
the year are certainly not hard to find. 
Care should be taken in planning the 
party however, to have sufficient decor- 
ations to make it look as though the 
committee had given thought to it, for 
these touches can add much to the 
festivities. Santa Claus and the Christ- 
mas tree can form the theme for the 
party. Garlands of green may be used 
to profusion, artificial snow sprinkled 
on a sheet or other large cloth will 
give a good snow effect, and holly and 
mistletoe may be used to complete the 
decorations. Paper bells and stream- 
ers may also be used, although too 
many may make a room look over- 
decorated. Be sure to have a Christ- 
mas tree trimmed with the usual 
Christmas decorations, or perhaps you 
will want to make it an old-fashioned 
one, stringing popcorn and cranberries 
throughout the branches, and making 
colored paper loops in chains. Some 
groups like to leave the decorations 
for the guests, thereby enabling them 
to become acquainted. 


Invitations 
These may be written on small 
paper Christmas trees, Santa Claus 


figures, or any other symbol of Christ- 
mas. The invitation should state the 
time, place, and hour of the party. 
Each invitation should also state that 
each person is asked to bring a five- 
or ten-cent gift for a definite person in 
the group. To this gift should be at- 
tached rhyme or jingle, suggesting the 
uses to which the gift can be put. Each 
guest may also be asked to bring a 
noisy toy. As each person opens his 
package, he plays a tune on the toy 
he receives. After each has played a 
solo, a line is formed, and all march 
and play together on the toy received. 


Toy Shop 

Each girl is given a slip of paper 
with the name of a toy on it. The 
boys are given similar slips. The boys 
then attempt to act out the toy he 
represents. The girls try to guess who 
or what they are. When a girl recog- 
nizes her toy, she claims his for her 
partner. 
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\- Santas Parade 


By CONNIE STRANDWITZ 


Snowball Grab 


Apples are covered with white syrup 
then dipped in powdered sugar. These 
are suspended from the ceiling. Each 
guest is given a chance to bite into the 
apple, keeping both hands _ behind 
them, This will be fun, but soap, water 
and towels should be provided for use 
after this game is completed. 


Christmas Toys 


What are these toys that boys and 
girls receive at Christmas? (Copies of 
this list should be given each guest, but 
the answers should be known only by 
the leader.) 


1. She was all dressed up 
fancy (doll). 


like a 


is) 


An important part of a bride’s 
dress (train). 


3. A part of the ear (drum). 


4. Mother picked up baby and be- 
gan to (rocker). 


5. He fought hard and well; he was 


(game). 

6. Cities build buildings to hold 
(books). 

7. Three little kittens lost their 
(mittens). 


8. The building was run-down for 
want of (paint). 


Volunteer Gifts 


Give each guest a card on which is 
written the following: My prize posses- 
sion is my I gladly give it 
(How cheer at a Omuse Guests 
fill in the blank spaces, passing on after 
having filled in the first, to the second 
guest and then to the third, until com- 
pleted. The answers are then read 
aloud. The first line should be covered 
when the second is filled in and both 
first and second covered when the third 
is filled in so the answers will be hu- 
morous. 


Sviis) elke jelaiieis 


Merry Christmas 


Make telegrams using the letters of 
the words Merry Christmas to form 
the first letter of each word in the tele- 
gram. This means that each telegram 
have 14 words. Pass the tele- 


erams around, and have them read 


mw 


aloud. Another way to vary this would 
be to have each person write one of 
the words passing the telegram 
around for each letter. This would 
mean that the first person would write 
a word beginning with “M,” or each 
guest would write this, then the sec- 
ond letter ‘“E” would be used by each 
guest and so forth until all fourteen 
words had been written. If the paper 
is folded each time so the word ahead 
cannot be seen, it will produce a hu- 
morous effect. 


Making Santa Claus 


Each guest is provided with a sheet 
of heavy paper. Without the aid of 
pencil, knife, scissors, etc., players pro- 
ceed to create a Santa Claus by tearing 
the paper. Laughter at the finished 
product is sure to follow. Use red con- 
struction paper if it is available. Limit 
the time for this tearing process. Dis- 
play the work of the contestants, de- 
cide the winner, and award a small cot- 
ton or paper Santa Claus as the prize. 


Santa’s Sleigh 

Players form a circle. Each is given 
the name of a part of the sleigh: rein- 
deer, toys, whip, bells, runners, pack, 
harness, etc. The leader then relates 
the story of Santa’s trip, mentioning 
the different parts of the sleigh and all 
that goes with it. As each part is men- 
tioned, the player so named stands and 
demonstrates the part. When leader 
shouts, “Santa’s Sleigh!” each must get 
another chair. Chairless player must 
begin a new story. 


Christmas Carols 

Everyone loves to sing Christmas 
Carols and just before refreshments are 
served is a good time to sing several 
of them. 


Refreshments 

Chicken or turkey sandwiches, or 
salad might be served with coffee or 
hot chocolate. Pickles and potato chips 
would go well with it. Christmas can- 
dies and nuts could be placed on the 
table. 
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Missionary 
|. Grady Cooper 


Tells 


MADONNA OF 
By Enpin Wang, Chinese Artist 


ERHAPS we should add the 

word “Christian” to the t-tle 

because the Christian Youth are 
the ones who really celegrate Christ- 
mas. But before we tell how they 
celebrate in China this festival which 
means so much to our youth and to 
which nearly every child in America 
looks forward with eagerness and 
longing, we had better be reminded of 
the fact that not one child out of a 
hundred in China celebrates Christmas 
as a Christian. Many more, however, 
learn to know something of the mean- 
ing and significance of a Christian’s 
joy at this season of the year through 
the celebrations by the Christian youth 
in their churches, schools, homes, and 
hospitals. In spite of the fact that such 
a small percentage of the people in 
China are baptized Christians, still 
most of the larger cities, and .those 
cities where the people have come into 
contact with Christians, take on some- 
thing of the appearance of Christmas 
around December 25th. In port cities 
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A WISE MAN 


many of the stores, both those under 
Christian and those under non-Chris- 
tian management, decorate with Christ- 
mas decorations and try to commercial- 
ize the season somewhat like it is com- 
mercialized in other parts of the world. 


Christmas days are full days for the 
Christian boys and girls in China. 
They, too, look forward to the celebra- 
tion of God’s greatest gift of Love to 
mankind. Most of the churches, no 
matter how small, have some special 
programs besides the regular preach- 
ing services. Celebrations are held in 
the outstations as well as in the main 
stations, and the young people them- 
selves decorate their places of wor- 
ship and school buildings with all kinds 
of paper cut-outs and lanterns, which 
are easily made by most of the Chinese 
youth. Their churches and_ schools, 
like their homes, are usually very sim- 
ple adobe buildings with no floors 
other than the packed earthen floor, 
and the straw roofs, (some have tile 
roofs); and still they can change the 


- How The Youth of 


appearance of these buildings remark- 


ably, by such simple decorations as 
they use. The Christian homes usually 
have features that distinguish them 
from the non-Christian homes, espe- 


cially at Christmas. 


Baptism at Christmas 


Many of the churches like to have a 
baptismal class at Christmas. What 
better way of celebrating Jesus’ birth 
is there than witnessing the birth of 
others into the Kingdom of God. Holy 
Communion also is held at as many of 
the places as possible. It is not al- 
ways possible to celebrate everywhere 
on December 25th and Christmas may 
be celebrated on the day closest to it 
which is most suitable to all concerned. 


Some of the out-stations 
ported as parishes abroad by 
of the home churches in America. 
Quite often these parishes receive a 
Christmas box filled with good things 
and surprises for the young people of 
their parish from the home church. 
Such boxes, when opened, are a joy to 
the young people whenever received, 
but sometimes these boxes come much 
too late for Christmas. Since in peace 
times it takes from one to two months 
to get a package from the United 
States to China. Then, when it gets to 
the mission, it takes some time longer 
to get it out to the out-stations. Some- 
times things that are sent in the true 
Spirit of Christmas are not so much 
appreciated by the Chinese because of 
the difference in standards of living 
which obtain with them, and kinds of 
clothing worn by them. Unfortunate 
misunderstandings sometimes occur as 
a result. But we may say that some- 
thing of the festive spirit of the Merry 


are sup- 
a number 


Chinese Lutheran family goes on a 
at Christmas 


time 


visit 
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China Celebrate Christinas 


Christmas is shed abroad in a little 
way, at least, in every Christian 
Church in the midst of China’s pover- 
ty-stricken and suffering people. 


Foreigners Brought Santa 


In some places, especially in the port 
cities and places where there are for- 
eign children, the young people have 
even become acquainted with Santa 
Claus. Most of the Mission com- 
pounds have children within their walls 
and at some time or other some mis- 
sionary has condescended to play Santa 
Claus for the children. Not only do 
the foreign children get much fun out 
of a Santa, but the Chinese children 
also enjoy the “old man from the 
North.” On one occasion when I my- 
self played the part of Saint Nicholas 
for the four Matzat boys in Tsimo, it 
almost turned out tragically instead 
of comically. The night classes for the 
working people in the neighborhood 
were in session in the church com- 
pound, so I decided to introduce Saint 
Nicholas and have a little fun. Going 
to the window and beating against it 
with a handful of switches, I poked my 
false face up against the window and 
it nearly produced a panic. The pupils 
screamed and shrieked in terror, fall- 
ing down under the tables as if they 
had seen “Old Nick” himself. But I 


went on in the door with my pack on 


A group of Chinese musicians 
Tsing Kou Quintette 
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my back and chided them for being so 
frightened. (When one’s country is in- 
fested with bandits and kidnappers, 
however, it’s no wonder they are easi- 
ly frightened. When they recognized 
me they were soon all laughing and 
enjoying the fun.) 


Perhaps the young people in our 
Mission Institutions celebrate the 
Christmas season with move activities 
than elsewhere with their programs of 
plays, songs, pageants and _ services. 
Our Bible School in Tsingtao, and our 
Nurses’ Training School both put on 
lovely programs and vie with each 
other to see who can give the best. 
Many of these young people are gradu- 
ates of our Middle School at Tsimo 
and have real talent. They put on a 
program that the missionaries, other 
foreigners, and a large audience of in- 
vited guests and friends enjoy very 
much. The Bible School girls cooper- 
ate in the hospital evangelism and both 
these students and the student nurses 
sing beautiful Christmas carols for the 
patients, most of whom have never 
before heard such beautiful music. 


Varied Christmas Programs 


The students at our girls’ and boys’ 
Middle School and primary schools in 
Tsimo and Kiaochow usually have pro- 
grams that last two or three days, the 
sacred programs separate from those 
of a more frivolous nature. The Chi- 
nese seem to be born actors and the 
young people enjoy preparing plays, 
pageants, etc. They used to put ona 
variety of plays, some having nothing 
to do with Christmas. The more friv- 
olous boys would slip in an act or play 
of some ridiculous nature, often the 
rough type with bandits, highwaymen 
of the “knock-down-and-drag-out” 
type. These, they thought, would draw 
larger crowds, and they did get so 
many that the crowds were hard to 
control. As there were too many to 
get into the compound comfortably, 
the property sometimes suffered dam- 
age. The Synodical Church Council 
had to take action that no such plays 
would be allowed, and that mostly 
pageants depicting the Christmas story 
should be encouraged, along with pro- 
grams of songs, recitations, readings 
and the portrayal of the true Christ- 
mas Spirit. Now celebrations are more 
reverent, and better designed to con- 
trol the crowds. Admissions are by 
tickets given out to those who are de- 
sired and who will appreciate the pro- 
grams and benefit thereby. 


Tea eee: 


“NO ROOM 
By Lu Hung Nien, 


IN THE INN 
Chinese Artist 


Late Christmas Eve or early Christ- 
mas morning, carolers sing before the 
homes of the Christians and at various 
places around the city, a beautiful cus- 
tom carried to China by the mission- 
aries and one that gives joy both to 
those who hear and those who sing. 


The young people enjoy it very 
much and we have enjoyed it, too. 
The morning star in China on Christ- 
mas morn seems brighter than here in 
America and it has reminded me of the 
Special Star that shone so brightly for 
the Wise Men. 


In all the Christmas celebrations in 
China the thing which should please 
us most is not the material gains and 
pleasures they get, but the joyous fel- 
lowship and genuine worship which 
they experience. The Christians from 
year to year seem to have a richer ap- 
preciation of the meaning of Christmas 
and many non-Christians get to see 
and experience for the first time the 
happiness and peace which only the 
knowledge of the Christ-Child can 
give. 


Five 


ter from a Luther Leaguer who 

had been overseas for almost 
three years and in the service almost 
four years. This Leaguer had been 
active in all phases of the work of the 
Church. He was a leader in the young 
people’s work, especially the local and 
district Luther League. He was active 
in the Luther League in two sections 
of our Church before going into the 
service, having left his home for em- 
ployment in a war industries area. 


I knew this Leaguer very well and 
I knew of his sincere and consecrated 
service in the Church from association 
with him. That is the reason why the 
things he wrote made me give con- 
siderable thought to what he had to 
say. During the time that he was in 
the service, we corresponded regular- 
ly. All this time he was eager for any 
news of the Church and always in- 
quired about the work of the Luther 
League in the local congregation, dis- 
trict, synod and the Luther League of 
America. The Luther League had 
meant something to him in his civilian 
life and the fact that he was in the 
service didn’t diminish his interest. 


Secs trom a ago I received a let- 
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What he had to say prompted me 
to give thought to the kind of a Luther 
League I should like to return to when 
this war is over. What is expressed 
here is not a criticism of anything that 
is now being accomplished but it is a 
personal hope that I should like to ob- 
serve as an actuality. The Leaguer 
writes after attending local Luther 
League meetings in two areas of our 
Church. Referring to the Luther 
League he writes: “I could see that it 
was in bad shape. None of the young 
people stay for church and it seemed 
that their only interest was in a social 
way. None of the leaders know any- 
thing about League work and those 
few that are left aren’t given a chance 
to help. None of the old Leaguers 
want to be “big cheese.” They just 
want to see to it that the true League 
program of the U. L. C. A. is carried 
on. My heart was hurt to see it that 
way. I love my League and to come 
home and see it all gone to nothing is 
a hard proposition. If the Luther 
League of America is like that all over, 
we're in a bad way. Well, that’s war 
for you. It causes its trouble all over, 
in every walk of life.” 


Ia 


By SGT. HOWARD L. LOGAN 


This statement of the condition of 
the League work has been on my mind 
for some time. I hope that it is not 
the general condition. The response to 
the financial objectives of the Luther 
League of America by the synodical 
and district Leagues gives me encour- 
agement. I should also like to believe 
that what this Leaguer reports are 
local conditions. Perhaps this state- 
ment will challenge the readers to take 
inventory of the Luther Leagues of 
which they are members. The men in 
the service know that conditions do not 
remain static back home and yet they 
have their own ideas of what their 
Church will be like. Many expect it to 
be as they left it. Others expect it to 
have improved since they left. None 
expect it to have deteriorated. 


The service man will not accept ex- 
cuses for people at home not caring 
for the work of the Church in his ab- 
sence. He remembers that people 
usually turn to the Church in periods 
of war. Perhaps he shall expect that 
many of these will be permanently won 
for Christ and His Church. Perhaps 
this is the reason why our Leaguer 
friend was disappointed with the 
League when he returned. 


The Situation As It Exists 


It would be absurd to expect the 
Luther League to be as strong nu- 
merically during the war as it was in 
the pre-war days. The May, 1945, is- 
sue of “The Luther League Review” 
gives the total number of Leaguers in 
the service as over 13,000. So we must 
expect to find a smaller Luther League 
than previously but that doesn’t mean 
that even a handful should not have 
tried to keep the organization alive. 
In most Leagues, the young women 
were the majority of the membership. 
There has been only a small disloca- 
tion of the womanhood of the Church. 
We recognize that there were a cer- 
tain number who entered the armed 
services and another group who ac- 
cepted employment in other parts of 
the nation, but by comparison with the 
loss of young men the loss of young 
women is negligible. 


To be specific, the present condition 
of the Luther League is due largely to 
the efforts of the young women of the 
Church. If anything, this group of 
Leaguers ought to increase, despite the 
fact that many are working long hours 
and transportation is limited. The 
Luther League I should like to return 
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“he Luther League he 
Wauts to Come ome to 


Second Vice-President Luther League of America 


to is one that, although small in mem- 
bership, is large in the things of the 
spirit and one whose membership is 
giving unstintingly of their time and 
effort to make the Church a vital part 
of our national life. 


Is There a Program? 


Perhaps the Luther League used to 
meet each week prior to the war. Now 
it may not be practical to do this. That 
does not mean the League should dis- 
band. Try meeting every other week 
and if this is too frequent, then meet 
once a month. By all means continue 
your meeting regularly. Was yours an 
ideal League that conducted a Sunday 
night devotional meeting? Perhaps 
now it means too much repetition of 
topic leaders. Do not eliminate your 
devotional meetings. If you meet twice 
a month, perhaps one of the meetings 
can be a devotional meeting and the 
other a combined business-social meet- 
ing. If you are meeting once a month, 
by all means include a devotional pro- 
gram as part of your meeting. Make 
it a three-fold meeting, devotional-busi- 
ness-social. Nothing can kill a League 
easier than irregula- meetings that are 
haphazardly planned. The Luther 
League I should like to return to is 
one that continued to meet regularly 
despite smal numbers and fewer meet- 
ings. 


The Luther League of America pre- 
sents a coordinated series of weekly 
topics for the use of local Leagues. 
Your League may have used these top- 
ics when it met each week. Now, how- 
ever, you don’t meet that often and so 
you have discontinued use of the top- 
ics. These topics are just as worth- 
while now as they were before and 
are usually planned on a monthly 
theme whereby at least three of the 
topics follow the same general topic. 
This means that they can be used by 
a League that meets once a month. 
If but two devotional meetings are 
held, the three topics on a general 
theme may be used at one meeting 
and the special or missionary topic at 
the second meeting. The use of these 
topics is important. They are timely 
subjects and well worth your con- 
sideration. The Luther League I should 
like to return to is one that under- 
stands the purpose of the Luther 
League topics and their place in the 
program of the local League. I hope 
to find them still being used. 
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Because your meeting may be smal- 
ler is no reason why your program 
should be poor. One of the best meth- 
ods to increase League membership 
is by conducting interesting programs 
and meetings. You just cannot read a 
topic from “The Review” and get 
away with it. This method is an in- 
sult to the intelligence of the mem- 
bers and shows a pitiable lack of in- 
terest and preparation on the part of 
the leader. Presenting a topic in the 
Luther League is one of the best ways 
I know for a person to gain confidence 
in himself and to increase his ability 
to express his thoughts and opinions. 
Do not hasten the death of your 
League by holding half-hearted, un- 
prepa:ed devotional meetings. 


The devotional meeting is only one 
part of the Luther League program, 
though it is the heart of that program. 
The three-fold program of Education, 
Life Service and Missions continues to 
be the program of the Church and 
therefore an integral part of the Luther 
League program. Each phase of this 
p:ogram must be given consideration, 
whether you meet each wvek or only 
once a month. Sympathetic interest 
should be shown the missionary pro- 
jects of the Luther League. The be- 
nevolent causes of the Church should 
have your support through the con- 
tribution you make to the “for others” 
side of the envelope. There are real 
cp crtun ties .or missionary endeavor 


in your locality as well as in our coun- 
try and the whole wide world. 

The Life Service phase of the pro- 
gram must always be re-emphasized. 
I have never been acquainted with a 
church that had enough people willing 
to assume-the many tasks that must be 
accomplished. Your service for the 
Church is not confined to the physical 
edifice. There are many opportunities 
for serving our Lord in your daily con- 
tacts. This avenue of service has been 
sadly lacking in many respects. The 
only Saviour some people may know is 
the one that is reflected in you. There 
is no place in our life for “Sunday” 
Christians. Life Service is nothing 
more or less than “serving life.” We 
cannot escape our responsibility wheth- 
er we belong to the Luther League or 
not. As Christians we have something 
to offer a war-weary world. The 
Luther League I should like to return 
to is one that is interested in Educa- 
tion, Life Service and Missions. 


How Wide Is Your Vision? 


The Church of Jesus is universal. 
“Where there is no vision, the people 
perish.” The local congregation and 
the local League must have a vision. 
Where would pastors be trained if 
there wasn’t a church-at-large? There 
is inspiration in numbers and “in unity 
there is strength.” 


(To be continucd and completed 


in our January issu2) 
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Ecstatic Greeting at First Meeting 


HAT day may not be too far 

away. In fact, for many young 

ladies the boy-friend has come 
home. Young men have been coming 
home from the far-flung corners of the 
world for months. It will be many 
more months befo-e all the young men 
return from the fighting fronts. Some 
will remain over there and be part of 
the army of occupation. However, 
for many young ladies, the boy-friend 
has come home or soon will be com- 
ing back home. 


The return of the boy-friend, the 
sweetheart, the fiance or the husband 
is a long-desired event. Christmas of 
1945 will be the merriest Christmas in 
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many a year for thousands of young 
people, for thousands of families. The 
return of the boy-friend is, or will be, 
the greatest of Christmas gifts for 
many a girl this year. 


Certainly, the day when the boy- 
friend comes home is not a day to be 
feared, not a day to be dreaded. It 
will be a day of rejoicing and prayerful 
thanksgiving. On the other hand, it 
will be a day which calls for some 
planning and preparation. It will be a 
day which must not catch a young lady 
unawares. It will be a day that will 
bring continued happiness to a young 
lady and her lover if the following fac- 
tors are frankly faced. 


When Your oy Fiend 


Add a Dash of Realism 


Both you and your boy-friend have 
been painting pictures. For months, or 
perhaps even for years, you have been 
separated. The American boy in his 
thinking has put the American girl on 
a pedestal. He has forgotten her flaws; 
he has almost forgotten that the 
American girl is human. He has con- 
centrated on the virtues of the girl 
back home; somehow those little 
things that irritate and produce tension 
and dissatisfaction are no longer in 
that picture. Somehow that picture 
lacks the human perspective. It needs 
a dash of realism. 

The picture the young lady has been 
painting is equally unrealistic. Her 
boy-friend, in her imagination, likewise 
has no human failings. His valor and 
bravery—as pictured through the news- 
paper and magazine articles—are won- 
derful to dream about, but there are 
human tendencies and attitudes which 
she has not had the opportunity to be 
reminded of in some while until—the 
boy-friend is home! 


When your boy-friend comes home, 
it will be well for both of you to get 
your feet on the ground as soon as 
possible after those first ecstatic days. 
This may seem harsh and quite unro- 
mantic, but the picture that each of 
you has been painting of the other 
needs that dash of realism which will 
come only through being in each 
other‘s physical presence for a while. 


Being away from each other for 
these long months has been an emo- 
tional strain. You have both been de- 
nied the normal growth which comes 
through understanding and companion- 
ship. You have missed those rare in- 
sights that come only when two peo- 
ple are with each other. You have 
missed those occasional spats and the 
joys of subsequent reconciliation. You 
have missed those moments when life 
was both bitter and sweet. Somehow, 
life for you and the boy-friend was 
rather unrealistic as far as your per- 
sonal relations were concerned. Both 
of you faced joys and sorrows, frustra- 
tion and achievement, life at its worst 
and life at its best—but you did not 
do so together. Now, when the boy- 
friend comes home, you can face life 
together once more. But it must be 
with that added dash of realism. 


Consider His Feelings About War 

“Tell me all about it. What did you 
do to get the Purple Heart? How 
many Germans did you kill? How 
many Japs did you get?” 
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These and many other detailed and 
curious questions may pop into your 
head. You may be dying to know this 
or that. Somehow, you admire him 
just a little bit more if you know some 
of the things you didn’t know before 
about how brave and daring his life 
has been. But—take it easy. Don’t be- 
gin to pump him for lurid details of 
his experiences. Chances are he will 
say, “I don’t remember.” This may be 
actually so; on the other hand it may 
be “conveniently so.” 


This does not mean that he will not 
tell you anything. The chances are 
that he’ll be glad to share what expe- 
riences he wishes you to share with 
him. He may talk much more than you 
imagine. On the other hand, he may 
decide that there are some horrible 
experiences that you must be spared. 


So, respect his feelings ‘with regard to, 


his war experiences. 


If Tom is ready to “get it off his 
chest” and wants to talk about it, then 
listen. Listen as girls have never lis- 
tened before. Begin now—even before 
he gets home—to be a patient listener. 
If Tom is not ready to talk, give him 
time—and patience and understanding. 
Don’t pump. It will never bring the 
results you want. 


Conflicts May Arise 


You won’t expect it. You will not 
be planning for it. But certain con- 
flicts may arise. Cordial as a girl may 
be, as happy as she may be to welcome 


home her boy-friend, conflicts are 
liable to occur. There is likely to 
be a conflict of loyalties to friends 


made while they were separated from 
each other. Many girls will have en- 
joyed dates with other boys. It is very 
likely that if some of these boys have 
been at home during the course of the 
whole war, a companionship between 
them which has worth and meaning to 
each of them. This will be a problem 
in the degree to which the boy-friend 
is aware of this relationship. The young 
lady and her boy-friend should have 
had an understanding before or during 
the course of the war as to the degree 
of intimacy each was privileged to have 
with others of the opposite sex. Each 
should have given his or her consent 
for the other to go out with others. 


Many of the young men who have 
been away for years in a far-flung cor- 
ner of the world will have formed 
friendship of varying degrees with 
other girls. Jim may have had the op- 
portunity for a favorable companion- 
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ship with a young lady he met over 
there. The problem of loyalties then 
naturally arises. This conflict must be 
faced with understanding and a cool 
head. 


Perhaps Jane had a job while Jack 
was at war. Jack never liked the idea, 
but Jane did the thing she felt would 
help the cause as well as give her 
something to take her mind off the 
war. Now, when her boy-friend comes 
home, a conflict is likely to arise. It 
calls for the patience which is willing 
to talk things over and find some solu- 
tion that is acceptable to both of them. 


The job in itself may not cause a 
conflict. Perhaps Jack feels that if 
Jane wants to work, she might as well 
work. However, Jane is not going to 
be free to run at Jack’s every beck and 
call. If she has a “shift job,’’ she may 
find that she is expected to be at the 
job when he has planned a special date 
or an outstanding social event takes 
place. A picnic or all-day trip may 
have to be called off as a result of her 
job. There are other complications that 
can arise. It depends upon you and 
your boy-friend. 


Start Planning Things Together 


Jane and Jack can do things together 
that will make their conflicts dissolve 
into thin air. For the first time in many 
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months they will have the opportunity 
to plan and do things in each other’s 
presence. If their boy-friend and girl- 
friend relationship is to deepen into 
mature love, they now can take defi- 
nite steps in that direction. 


One of the first things any couple 
should do is to re-examine their former 
relationship. Is it worth continuing? 
Is there enough in the feelings of each 
toward the other to pick up where they 
were when G. I. Joe went off to war? 
Are there certain elements in their re- 
lationship that have been disappoint- 
ing? Are there some things about him 
now that he has come home, that she 
strongly disapproves? Perhaps he, too, 
finds factors in the realism of the 
physical presence that make his old 
girl-friend less attractive. So, if there 
are elements that are definitely dis- 
appointing to two people, they should 
honestly discuss their differences to 
see if they can resolve them. 


It is natural that the returned serv- 
ice man and his girl-friend will be do- 
ing things together. It will be helpful 
if they not only do things together, 
but also plan things together. This 
planning together will tend to draw the 
two people much closer together. It 
will permit valuable insights into the 
character and personality of each 
other. It will start two people on the 
road which will eventually unite them 
in married happiness, or it will save 
them from making a great mistake. 


More than that, planning together 
will be a help to the returned G. I. 
Joe, many of whom may be shy and 
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(Universal Bible Sunday 
P. T. L. Day in Luther League) 


For Emphasizing 
Shle Reading 
Sihle Study 
Silble Witnessing 


CUT HERE 
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MARCHING ORDERS 
Fora Ueu Day 


Readings which contain a special, per- 
message for selected by 
Passages are 


Bible 
sonal each day, as 


members of the armed forces. 
in the order of the tabulated votes, except the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas selections. 


Thanksgiving, Nov. 22.Joshua 1 


Psalm 121 
Briday a. maaresiner er *Psalm 23 

John 10:1-18 
Saturdayarereeeei ei John 14 


Sunday, November 25John 3 


Wondayaereerie cic Matthew 5 
ANEERCERY 6 clogo0 66 a0 Romans 12 
Wiednesdayaen se: John 1:1-14 
AUGER, 55556000000 Exodus 20:1-17 

I Timothy 2:1-8 
Briday Verano cree ‘Tames 1 
Saturda yar Ephesians 6 
Sunday, December 2 **I Corinthians 13 
WHKOSNCENY o5cacccanane Psalm 24 
MWesda yar amar erticcies Hebrews 11 and 

12:1, 2 
Wednesday =3-...4...- Matthew 6 
AMPKISCERY 25 c0+6b00nt Romans 8 
Briday sien Matthew 7 
Saturday sear Psalm 91 


Sunday, December 9..Galatians 6 


Mondayamee erie. oe Colossians 3 
AROTANCENZ oacdio na 04 oe Ephesians 4 
Wednesday ......... Philippians 3 
ADSM EK? oo ococovove I Corinthians 3 
Brida yao. create Philippians 4 
Satuncda vaste Tohn 15 
Sunday, December 16. Psalm 1 
Monday seen een saline 27) 

TU eSda Var chee wore T Corinthians 15 
Wednesday ......... Pselm 46 

AD GMSENGERY 5.5005. dnoce Matthew 28 
Eiridavaian nrc teee TT Timothy 2 
Saturdayaeern te teen Tohn 17 


Sunday, December 23. Pevelation 21 
Mondayaeem aioe Revelation 22 
Christmas, Dec. 25 ...Luke 2 


*Favorite chapter of General 


Marshall, Chief of Staff, U. S. Army. 


**Favorite chapter of Admiral Sir Andrew 
B. Cunningham, G.C.B., D.S.O. 


George C., 
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Truman receives pocket-sized New Testament from Representative 


Augustus W. Bennet (Rep. N. Y.) on behalf of the Pocket Testament League 


Sunday, December 2nd 
“Believe me, sir, never a night 
goes by, be I ever so tired, but I 
read the Wod of God before I 
go to bed.” 
—Gen. Douglas MacArthur 
Are you that loyal and braver A 
sincere PTL member is. If you 
are not, why not begin today? 
Sunday, December 9th 
“Almost every man who has by 
his life-work added to the sum of 
human achievement, of which the 
race is proud, of which our people 
are proud, almost évery such man 
has based his life-work largely upon 
the teachings of the Bible.” 
—Theodore Roosevelt 
Do we agree? If so, do we not 
need to become more familiar with 
theses teachinese aeAumloyalen ily 
member will become so. 
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Sunday, December 16th 
Queen Victoria gave a Bible to 
one of her courtiers, saying, “This 
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is the secret of England’s great- 
ness.” 

Americans need to be led back 
into the habit of daily Bible read- 
ing. You, as a loyal PTL member 
can help do this by getting others 
to sign the PTL pledge. 


ok * * 
Sunday, December 23rd 


“A man has deprived himself of 
the best there is in the world who 
has deprived himself of this 
(knowledge of the Bible).’ 

If we are wise, we will agree and 
become sincere PTL members. 

* ok x 
Sunday, December 30th 

“The words that I speak unto 

you are spirit and they are life.” 
—Jesus 

Dare we not listen to those 
words of Jesus? How can we if 
we do not take time to read His 
Word or are ashamed to carry it 


with us? Become’a loyal PTL 
member. 
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Christmas /éme ¢e Gee Giving /eme 
GOD STARTED IT 
“He gave His only begotten Son” 


THE WISE MEN CONTINUED IT 
They presented their “gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” 


WISE CHRISTIAN YOUNG PEOPLE AND THEIR FRIENDS 
STILL GIVE GENEROUSLY TODAY 


GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY FUND 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 
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The Theory and Practice of Earning a 
Living by John F. Wharton. Simon 
and Schuster, 1945. $2.50. 


This is a small book about a big 
subject. It is a fascinating book about 
what has too often been a dull subject. 
Most of all it is a good book about a 
vitally important subject. 


All of us want to earn a living. We 
must in some way, and most of us 
want to do it with some measure of 
success. John Wharton contends that 
it is not hard to make money if you 
know and observe some of the funda- 
mental rules. 


In this small but almost exciting 
book he discusses the principles un- 
derlying our economic system, their 
application to the practical problems of 
building and running a business, and 
some of the larger social and ethical 
issues involved in the possession of 
power. That sounds like a big order 
but it is handled with delightful clarity 
and discernment. 


You will not only enjoy reading this 
book; you will be grateful for its stimu- 
lation, its insight, its guidance. It will 
help you earn a living. Incidentally 
and quite unintentionally it may also 
do some startling things to your citi- 
zenship and your practical Christianity. 

—Reginald W. Deitz 


x * 


Doctor Ellen by Adele DeLeeuw. 
Macmillan. $2.00 


This is a book well worth reading 
by one of any age. The story of a girl 
who chose to be a doctor because her 
family physician had complimented her 
upon the skillful way she treated her 
sick doll. The story is not overdrawn. 
The author stirs the imagination of the 
reader as she follows Doctor Ellen 
out of one difficulty to another; from 
one thrilling. experience to another; to 
completion of her course and the de- 
cision to be a child specialist. Oh, yes, 
some of her difficulties are the real 
ones—decisions to make—which boy? 
—marriage or a career? Family or 
service? 
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Trumpets of God by N. M. Ylvisaker. 
Augsburg, 1945. Cloth, 176 pages. 
$1.50. 

This is the author’s fifth published 
work. It is a book for young people, 
but not for them exclusively, by one 
who really knows them, having devoted 
so large a part of his ministry to them. 
Of the book the author himself has 
this to say: “This book tries to sound 
the trumpet call of God to lost indi- 
viduals, urging them not to yield to 
cynicism and despair. There is a way 
out. It goes by way of discovering 
again discarded truths about Him who 
saves to the uttermost, who Himself 
goes by the Name of ‘the Way, and the 


Druth, “and thie 
Life.” This book 
shows you the 


unreasonableness 
of unbelief, the 
tragedy of doubt, 
the certainty or 
the assurance of 
faith, and the sure 
hope which is 
theirs who fol- 
low Him who is 
still eternal.”’ 

That is the au- 
thor’s promise, and 
one on which he makes good. This 
book will be a tonic even for those 
who believe themselves well-grounded 
in Christian faith and life, and will 
strengthen them for meeting the 
problems which they will face as they 
associate with youth in the work-a- 
day world. This is a book for care- 
ful reading and for serious thought. It 
is well-suited to today’s needs among 
youth. Get it and read it, then pass it 
along to others. 
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New Turns on the Liberia Road by 
George R. Flora. Foreign Mission 
Board, ULC: Paper, 125 pages, 60 


cents. 


This is one of two books being is- 
sued by the Foreign Mission Board of 
the United Lutheran Church for use 
in connection with the study of Af- 
rica this year. George Flora, the au- 
thor, is himself a missionary of the 
Chureh in Liberia. 


New Turns on the 
Liberia Road is 
the book especial- 
ly recommended 
for use by young 
people. In it the 
missionary takes 
Bae wea Ges 
through a maze 
of new things, 
siticihy asm t Moce 
with which the 
missionary himself is confronted as he 
comes into contact with the primitive 
Liberians for the first time. They 
think so differently from ourselves. 
Their customs are so different from 
ours. Some of the problems treated 
include: What to do about polygamy? 
What should a man who has more 
than one wife do when he becomes a 
Christian? How can we change fami- 
ly life to the Christian way? How 
can the superstitious training of boys 
and girls in the “Bush School” be 
overcome? How can we get these peo- 
ple to appreciate truthfulness? Can 
we say that people are stealing when 
their idea of property is that it be- 
longs to the tribe and not to individu- 
als? This book will make interesting 
reading by individuals and will prove 
itself a worthy handbook for study 
purposes by groups. 
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Man in the Bush by Margaret R. See- 
bach. Foreign Mission Board, ULC. 
Paper, 125 pages. 60 cents. 


Mrs. Seebach is known for her 
many other books and pamphlets on 
missionary subjects and for her long 
and fruitful edi- 
torship of Luther- 
an Woman’s Work. 
This is her latest 
contribution to the 
world mission of 
the Church. It 
measures Up 10 
CVELy=, TESPCCh tO 
all of her other 
splendid materials. 
It is especially 
recommended for 
use with adults in mission study. It is 
something when the personnel of a 
large book publishing plant becomes 
deeply interested in the book which is 
taking shape under their very hands. 
It is reported that from the linotypists 
to the women who assembled the 
pages for binding the persons who 
worked on it became unusually inter- 
ested in the book. That in itself it is 
a tribute to the effectiveness with 
which the author tells the story of 
our Liberian mission, giving emphasis 
to its development through the yea-s 
of its history. 
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Dr. Nathan R. Melhorn, known 
throughout the Church as the well- 
beloved editor of The Lutheran, offi- 
cial weekly journal of The United 
Lutheran Church in America brought 
to a close a service record of 25 years 
as editor of that publication on October 
31, 1945. His successor is Dr. G. Elson 
Ruff. 


Though the editorship of The Lu- 
theran is the service for which Dr. 
Melhorn is best known in the Church, 
he also served several congregations 
as pastor. Ordained by the Ministe- 
rium of Pennsylvania in 1897, he be- 
came pastor of Incarnation Church, 
Philadelphia. In 1913 he became pas- 
tor of Trinity Church, Reading, Pa. He 
returned to Philadelphia in 1918 to 
serve Incarnation Church, where he 
continued until 1922. 


Dr. Melhorn first became connected 
with The Lutheran as associate editor. 
Later he was designated managing 
editor. The Washington Convention of 
the United Lutheran Church (1920) 
elected him to the editorship and suc- 
cessive conventions have returned him 
to that post for 25 years. 


His service of the Church includes 
numerous other functions. He was a 
member of the former General Coun- 
cil’s Publication Board and its Home 
Mission Board. He served as a mem- 
ber of the United Lutheran Church’s 
Board of Publication (1918-1930); at- 
tended the Eisenach (1923) and the 
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Copenhagen (1929) conventions of the 
Lutheran World Convention. He 
served as a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary at Philadelphia and Secre- 
tary of that Board from 1922-1945. He 
is at present a member of the Lan- 
kenau Hospital Board and that of the 
Mary J. Drexel Home and Mother- 
house for Deaconesses (Philadelphia). 


He was three times honored by col- 
leges of the Church. Muhlenberg 
started it in 1917 with the D.D., Car- 
thage in 1926 conferred the Litt.D., 
and Midland, the LL.D. in 1938. 


Dr. Melhorn has always been a com- 
munity-minded citizen. He has served 
in various ways the places in which 
he has lived. In Philadelphia his chief 
community contribution doubtless is 
his work in organizing and for a time 
presiding over the work of the League 
for Protestant Action. 


He has been prominent in Inter- 
Lutheran affairs and has served as 
president of the Lutheran Editor’s As- 
sociation. His influence extended be- 
yond the pale of things Lutheran and 
he served as vice-president of the As- 
sociated Church Press. 


Luther Leaguers will remember Dr. 
Melhorn as a friendly editor who glad- 
ly published stories of their work and 
who saw to it that they had a page in 
the church paper every week devoted 
to their interests. 


Dr. Ruff was elected by the Minne- 
apolis Convention of the United Luther- 
an Church (October, 1944), upon nomi- 
nation of the Church Paper Commit- 
tee, Dr. T. Benton Peery, Chairman. 
He took over full responsibility with 
the issue for November 7, 1945. 


Dr. Ruff comes to his new position 
from the field of church journalism in 
which he has had considerable expe- 
rience. For the last five years he has 
been an editor of the United Lutheran 
Publication House. His duties included 
the editing of books, two departments 
of The Lutheran, a house organ, The 
Idea, and the weekly bulletin series. 
Credit for originating this latter goes 
to Dr. Ruff, for he edited, published 
and distributed it for several years be- 
fore he became a member of the staff 
of the United Lutheran Publication 
House. The circulation of this bulle- 
tin series has grown from 15,000 a 
week to an average of 275,000. 

His earlier experience in journalism 
came from the time of his student days 
at Thiel College, Greenville, Pa., where 


api 


DR. NATHAN R. 


MELHORN 


he edited the college paper. That was 
followed by professional journalism as 
a staff reporter for the Chautauquan 
Daily, staff correspondent of The Buf- 
alo Evening News, The Christian Sci- 
ence Monitor, and later as staff re- 
porter for the Philadelphia Inquirer. 


Graduating from the Philadelphia 
Seminary in 1926, he was ordained by 
the Pittsburgh Synod, his home synod 
at the time, upon acceptance of a call 
to serve a congregation in the Ministe- 
rium of Pennsylvania. Several churches 
—all of them in the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania—were served by him be- 
fore he assumed the duties of full-time 
editorial work with the United Luther- 
an Publication House. He was an ac- 
tive member of the Ministerium’s Pub- 
licity Committee from 1925 on and 
chairman from 1927-1943. 


He spent his undergraduate years at 
Thiel and the University of Pittsburgh, 
being graduated from the former with 
the A.B. degree in 1923. After graduat- 
ing from the Philadelphia Seminary he 
pursued studies at the University of 
Pennsylvania leading to the A.M. de- 
gree in 1928. Thiel, his alma mater, 
honored him with the Litt.D. degree 
in 1943. 


Dr. Ruff is a clear and incisive 
speaker who has proven himself very 
popular with the young people of the 
metropolitan Philadelphia area where 
he has been called upon to speak many 
times on subjects of special interest to 
youth. Luther Leaguers throughout 
the Church will rejoice that in the 
succession to the editorship of The 
Lutheran has come one who is thor- 
oughly sympathetic to youth, and in- 
deed, one who is himself a young man. 

Mrs. G. Elson Ruff is the former 
Thelma Suttles, a native of Spartan- 
burg, S. C. They have three children— 
George Elson, Jr., Jan Alan, and Joan 
Elsa. 
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Died 
October 16, 1945 


Born 


May 22, 1870 


FREDERICK HERMANN KNUBEL 


Di Dee UE Deed. Dr Litt Deer): 


First President 


United Lutheran Church in America 


1918—1944 


President Emeritus 
January 1, 1945—October 16, 1945 


*“All American Lutheranism, all World Lutheranism, all of evangelicai 
Christianity is in his debt and holds him in lasting honor for his statesman- 
like service to the whole Body of Christ on earth.” 


—Paul H. Krauss 
For the Executive Board, U. L. C. A. 


“The Luther League of America gives tribute to him 
who, from the days of his youth, manifested a genuine 
interest in its work, and who in the years of his Church 
leadership inspired the young people to undertake great 
things for Christ and the Church.” 


Fourteen 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


A PART OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA WAR SERVICE PROGRAM 


VOLUME 2 


DECEMBER, 1945 
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President Or. Prianklia Clarke Fry One of Five to 
Suney European Coudttious 


* War Senice Commitice 
Reports 


By action of the October Executive 
Committee it was decided to termin- 
ate publication of “The Service 
Leaguer” with the December issue, 
due to the fact that hostilities had 
ceased and a majority of those in 
Service would be returning home in 
the near future. 


In January, 1944, when the Execu- 
tive Committee created the War Serv- 
ice Committee, our countries had al- 
ready been engaged in war for over 
two years. Through the Service Com- 
mission of the National Lutheran 
Council, our Church had been doing 
one of the finest jobs of serving the 
Armed Forces of any organization. 
However, a more personal contact 
with the thousands of Leaguers in 
Service was felt desirable on the 
part of the Luther Weague) The 
Service Leaguer was created to fill 
this need. Beginning in April, 1944, 
the first issue appeared as a regular 
feature in “The Luther League Re- 
view.” Since then more than 100,000 
copies have been sent the world over 
to Luther Leaguers in service and to 
all Lutheran Chaplains. 


Incorporated in the duties of the 
War Service Committee was the 
thought of post-war plans for return- 
ing Service Personnel. 


The Board of Social Missions of the 
U. L. C. A. has been administering this 
program in behalf of our Church. The 
committee, reporting to the recent Ex- 
ecutive Committee meeting, urged all 
local Leagues to cooperate with their 
pastors in this important rehabilita- 
tion program. 


THE REV. FRANKLIN CLARK FRY 
DDag IED IID, I elID)., Ieesy else: 
United Lutheran Church in America 


Goldew Yubdlee 
Convention 
LUTHER LEAGUE of AMERICA 


Pittsburgh, Pa. 
JULY 11-15, 1946 
Plan Yow to rtttend 


The President of the United Luth- 
eran Church in America, The Rev. Dr. 
Franklin Clark Fry, is one of five rep- 
resentatives of the Lutheran Church 
bodies in America now in Europe con- 
ferring with Lutheran Church leaders 
concerning comprehensive reconstruc- 
tion and relief of the Church in the 
lands over which the Nazi terror once 
held sway. 

The five-man commission was chos- 
en by the National Lutheran Council 
executive committee and spokesmen of 
the Missouri Synod. Though not a 
member of the Council, the Missouri 
Synod is actively cooperating in the 
tremendous European phase of the 
program of Lutheran World Action. 
In addition to Dr. Fry the commis- 
sion includes: Dr. Ralph Long, execu- 
tive director of the Council; Dr. J. A. 
Aasgaard, president of the Norwegian 
\bihinerem, (Clairecing evel IDye, If, We 
Behnken, president of the Missouri Sy- 
nod, and Dr. Lawrence Meyer, its pub- 
licity director. 

An attempt to foresee the vast need 
of the Lutheran Church in Europe has 
been made by the Council in setting 
the goal for Lutheran World Action 
appeal in 1946-1947 at $10,000,000. It is 
clear now that the greater part of 
this amount will be needed at the ear- 
liest possible time. A program of help- 
fulness will not await the raising of 
this fund before it is started. One is 
now in operation, but it must be great- 
ly stepped up to measure up to the 


appalling need. 


Let no one miss the chance to do 
his best now and in 1946-1947 so that 
the great work is fully assured. 
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The Re-birth of Peace Hopes at Christmas 


By CHAPLAIN ERNEST A. LACK, U. Sh JAM: 
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MAN’S DESIRE FOR PEACE 

Certainly our objectives of peace are not less glorious than 
were our objectives of war. It is true that they may be more 
idealistic, and for that reason more difficult to attain, but peace 
has been the hope and dream of men throughout the ages. a 
our own time, even while the devastation of war was increasing 
in unbelievable proportions, representatives of fifty nations sat 
down to a peace confe.ence designed to rid the world of war. 

The pain of the war-torn world, which still remains in the in- 
conceivable personal tragedies of countless millions, is God’s call 
to build a world founded upon the justice and righteousness of 
God. 


This war has been the most devastating war of all-history. 
[It is almost impossible to count the cost in casualties, let alone 
in heartaches. Five times as many dead lie buried on fields of 
battle as there were in World War I. The cost in money is ten 
times that of the other war. The total casualties are greater 
in this one world conflict than of all the wars of the past 150 
years put together. 

Into our hands has come a newly harnessed power capable 
of devastation and destruction so great that words cannot de- 


scribe it. To have harnessed atomic power into an instrument 


of war is an awesome responsibility. Of the great trust thus 
imposed upon us, Ned Calmar, the noted commentator and war 
correspondent, said reverently, “Let it not cost America its 
soul!” 

And yet we dare hope for a world at peace. Indeed we can 
not plan for any other manner of human existence. The ancient 
hopes are reborn in every generation that “nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 
Isaiah 2:4. 

Eventually agreements, based on Christ’s spirit of justice, co- 
operation and universal brotherhood, must stand at every boun- 
dary line. Permanent peace awaits the coming of the Prince of 
Peace into international affairs. 


A Peace Conference with the Prince of Peace 


But there is an intensely personal inventory each one of us 
must make before we can undertake to make known God’s way 
of peace upon earth. It is an inventory of our own hearts call- 
ing forth the prayer—“‘God be merciful unto us.” 


Arthur Brisbane touched upon that point very well when he 
wrote recently: 


“We may sweep the world clean of militarism. We may scrub 
the earth white of autocracy. We may carpet it with democracy. 
and drape it with the flags of republicanism. We may hang on 
the walls the thrilling pictures of freedom—here the signing of 
America’s independence, there the thrilling portrait of Joan of 
Arc, yonder the Magna Charta, and on this side the inspiring 
picture of Garibaldi. We may spend effort and energy to make 
the world Paradise itself, where the lion of capitalism can lie 
down with the proletariat lamb. But if we turn into that splendid 
room mankind with the same old heart, deceitful and despe-ately 
wicked, we may expect to clean house again not many days hence. 
What we need is a peace conference with the Prince of Peace.” 


To win peace fo~ ourselves and for the world we must know 
God and make Him known to all the world. Let us therefore 
resolve this day to know God better. We want to know Him for 
His own sake. We want to know Him because of the peace 
He gives to ou~ hearts. We want to know Him that others 
may know Him through us. And when the knowledge of God 
will have spread through the world, peace will reign among the 
nations! 
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Every Christmas for j 
Christmas. Now your dre 
Some of you will be at ho 
fulfillment before next Chri 


Every Christmas for ye 
places of leadership in the | 
maintain a youth program i 
Now we are ready for you 1 
even more than we may ha 

This year of 1945 will r 
Anniversary Year of The L 
when peace came to the w 


This wish for a “Merry 
you may be is filled with 
end this World War II an 
hopes and blessings that co1 


Since ely y: 
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President, Luther 


Mlease Note if. 


Post conspicuously this Welcome Home poster. 


Be sincerely warm-hearted in your dealings with 
Leaguers returning from Service. Give them 
a genuine, personal welcome as they return. 


Be on the lookout for the article, Wome From “The 
@ar in the January issue of |HE LUTHER 
LEAGUE REVIEW. 


The last issue of THE Service LEAGUER is here- 
with. All subscriptions which have not yet 
expired will be refunded. 

WAR SERVICE COMMITTEE 
LUTHER LEAGUE of AMERICA 
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Two Candles In Our Window | 


eit ete at 
Cee eww www owe ee ee 


A long established custom among Christians of many lands 
is to light a candle in the window on Christmas Eve. The old 
egend had it that where a candle burned on that night, there 
the Christ would be certain to visit and bless the household. 


lor the last three years, and soon a fourth, many folks 
rave had two candles in the window. One always for the Christ 
—the other for the boy or girl—son or daughter, husband, sweet- 
veart, daddy or brother who was away to fight the battles of 
our country. Oh, how we long for your return home—you 
whom we love and who love us so. We know your love for us 
or you were willing to do all, even die if necessary, for us. 


ate 
AIK 


Such love, you well know, is begotten of the One who came 
at the first Christmas as the ambassador of peace on earth. He 
came and loved us so much that He gave Himself that we might 
have life and peace. 

We long for Him as you do. We at home need Him as 
much as you do. As we anxiously await His coming into our 
hearts anew this Christmas, we also await your returning to 
our homes soon. 


LgGuerds ca 
Jur Country 


dreamed of being home next 
learer coming true than ever. 
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e thanks; others will find this We know that in the window of your heart there is a candle 


burning—beckoning and imploring the Prince of Peace to enter 
there and abide forever. We will keep our candles burning til 
He and you come in to bless us with your presence. We pray 
that that day may be soon. 

And yet we know that you are not only willing—but even 
determined to stay or go where you are needed to keep the 
peace that has come with victory at such great cost. You 
Luther Leaguers are still a part of a great and mighty force. 
We know your loyalties are to your country which befriends 
and defends your loved ones. 


1ited for you to return to your 
ague. We worked diligently to 
with your hopes and standards. 
o take over and improve things 


syer in our memory as the 50th 
sue of America and as the year 


A. 


s’ to each one of you wherevet 
ing to God for bringing to an 
r the eyes of the world to the 
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hrist’s Birth at Christmas time. 


Your loyalties are to country as they are to Church. Those 
latter loyalties are so well expressed in the hymn, 


“QO Christians! leagued together, 
To battle for the righd, 

Arise and don your armor, 

Put the foe to flight. 

We've given our allegiance, 
To serve without surcease, 

The mighty Lord of Armies, 
And gentle prince of peace.” 


America 


So we will not expect you until the need for your military 
service is over. At the same time we are confident that you will 
make your life count for the most by witnessing through word 
and example to the Truth which shall make all men free—even 
to Him who is Christ the Lord. 


Come, Desire of nations, come, 
Fix in us Thy humble home; 
O, to all Thyself impart, 
Formed in each believing heart! 
Hark! the herald-angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born king; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 


May the deep, abiding joy of Christian faith be God's gift 
to you and us, and all men everywhere this Christmas, so that 
we will press on in the great promise that in. His heart there 
is “good will toward men.” If we have faith in God, when all 
is said and done, “The Kingdom ours remaineth. 


“The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep 
{ “hris pc1190” 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 


Church Call 


CHAPLAIN EDWARD K. ROGERS, AUS 


E find life in the service very 
CU) sieren in some ways from 

that which we experienced as 
civilians. Many things we knew and 
took for granted at home are missing. 
Yet the necessary things are available, 
though perhaps changed somewhat. 


One of the many parts of our life 
which we knew at home and which is 
present for us in the service is the 
Church. Thousands of pastors have 
left their congregations and volun- 
teered for duty with the different 
branches of the service. They have 
done that because they felt that you 
—the service men and women—would 
want the ministry of your Church in 
times of loneliness and danger. 
Whether they were right in their rea- 
soning, depends on how much you take 
advantage of the ministry which they 
have made possible wherever our forces 
have been stationed. 


Of course, church in the service may 
differ from what we knew at home. 
The camps in our country usually have 
attractive chapels, but in many of the 
far places where the war has taken our 
comrades such chapels do not exist. 
If a unit is stationed for some time at 
a location, an inviting chapel may be 
constructed. However, in many cases 
church will be held just anywhere—in 
war damaged buildings, in the protec- 
tion of cellars and dugouts, in the 
open. The place of worship may change 
frequently as the outfit moves along— 
but there will always be church. Keep 
listening for the announcement or 
church call: 


The chaplains have gone everywhere 
with the fighting men. I need not tell 
you that, for you know it. They have 
done it to have “church call” for you. 
Make them realize that they have not 
sacrificed their parish work in vain. 
Go to church! 


You need not neglect your confirma- 
tion vows of faithfulness in worship 
while you are in the service. The 
chaplains make that unnecessary. You 
can still gather with other Christians 
and offer your sacrifices of praise to 
God and hear the teaching of His 
Word. You can still bow your head 
and receive God’s blessing. The place 
of worship may be a humble spot, but 
remember that God has promised that 
‘where two or three are gathered to- 
gether” in His Name He 1s present. 


When you worship with your service 
buddies you are confessing your faith 
in Christ as your Saviour. Jesus has 
promised that those who confess Him 
before men will be acknowledged by 
Him in Heaven. That’s a great prom- 
ise! In the New Testament we are 
instructed not to “forsake our assem- 


ASCH PADS! 


S a traveling chaplain, my “par- 
al ish’? extends in Central Canada 

from the populated area along 
the southern border to the barren arc- 
tic, land of the northern lights. Travel- 
ing a circuit of some three thousand 
miles by plane, train, and jeep, I visit 
eight to ten air fields and isolated 
weather stations in the United States 
Army Forces, Central Canada Com- 
mand. As I am unab!e to make a 
lengthy stay at any one post, I have 
been fortunate in making arrange- 
ments with an officer or enlisted man 
to take over the service during my ab- 
sence at some of these stations. 


The most no:therly post visited is 
a snow-swept air field located on bleak 
Southampton Island in the arctic 
waters of vast Hudson Bay. At this 
post Pvt. Bermon E. Smith, of Con- 
over, N. €, carries on his duties as 
clerk in the Post Engineer Section dur- 
ing the week. But Pvt. Smith, a Lu- 


By Chaplain Charles A. Davis 


theran, has other “clerical” interests. 
He is interested in the salvation ot 
souls. I encouraged him to hold Bible 
classes or conduct services for the of- 
ficers and men at his post. Choosing 
the former, he inaugurated a Bible 
class every Sunday. 


I looked forward with added en- 
thusiasm to my visits to this post. My 
last trip to this base was one which JI 
shall not soon forget. As a result of 
this soldier’s fine efforts, three other 
soldiers asked to be baptized into the 
Christian faith. This was only the 
second time a baptismal service had 
ever been held for a white man in this 
northland, a Catholic missionary to the 
Eskimos having previously baptized a 
Canadian. This, however, was the first 
for the Protestant faith. The three 
men who were baptized might not 
have been brought to know Christ and 
His love if Pvt. Smith had not held 
his Bible class every Sunday. 


bling together, as is the custom of 
some.”” That is excellent divine in- 
struction, for when we neglect to ex- 
ercise our faith it disappears. If we 
refuse to use our muscles or our minds, 
they become impotent after a time. It 
is so with our Christian faith. Noth- 
ing thrives on neglect and our souls 
are no exception to that rule. 

Let‘s listen for the “church call” 
whether it be sounded by chimes and 
bugle in some fine post in the States 
or be passed about by word of mouth 
in shell-torn position out at the front. 
The more of Christ and His princi- 
ples we have, the more of worship we 
have in His Name, the less of war 
there will be. Weeds don’t grow in a 
fine well-tended lawn and things which 


cause wars don’t grow in a predomi- 
nately sincere Christian world. 


Most Decorated Lutheran Chaplain 


Chaplain Edward K. Rogers, for- 
mer U. L. C. pastor at Warren, Pas 
is the first chaplain/ on record to re- 
ceive six decorations in World War II, 
according to information received from 
the War Department. He has been 
awarded the following | decorations: 
The Silver Star, Oak Leaf Cluster to 
the Silver Star; Purple Heart; Oak 
Leaf Cluster to the Purple Heart; 
Bronze Star; and Oak Leaf Cluster to 
the Bronze Star. Chaplain Rogers has 
been in Germany and is now back for 
re-deployment. 
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LANCASTER CONFERENCE 
LUTHER LEAGUE 
HOLDS CONVENTION 


On Saturday, May 19th, 1945, the 
Sixth Annual Convention of the Lan- 
caster Conference Lther League was 
held. St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 
Lancaster, was the host church. Rev. 
Raymond Fetter, Assistant Pastor of 
Grace Church and one of the Advisors 
of the Lancaster Conference Luther 
League officiated at the opening devo- 
tions. His subject was ‘The Chureh 
in the World Today.” 


The business session of the conven- 
tion was in charge of the President, 
Miss Dorothy Wolfe, and reports from 
all officers and secretaries were given. 


A particular highlight of the after- 
noon session was the discussion group 
in charge of the President ot The 
Luther League of America, Mr. Alvin 
H. Schaediger, whose subject, “The 
Luther League and the World Today,” 
was one that was very capably handled 
and all in attendance were inspired by 
Mr. Schaediger’s words. 


The following officers for the year 
1945-46 were elected: President, Miss 


Catherine Powell, Lancaster; First 
Vice-President, Mrs. Pauline Waller, 
Wancasten: Second Vice-President, 


Luther Killian, Lancaster; Secretary, 
Miss Christine Craley, Bareville; Treas- 
urer, Miss Dorothy Wolfe, Landisville; 
Statistician, Miss Arlene Wagner, Lan- 
caster; Educational Secretary, Oscar 
Lingle, Harrisburg; Missionary Secre- 
tary, Miss Dorothy Mumma, Lan- 
caster; Life’ Service Secretary, Miss 
Beulah Smith, Mt. Joy; Intermediate 
Secretary, Mrs. Dorothy Walton, Lan- 
caster; Sustaining Membership Secre- 
tary, Richard Eyde, Lancaster; Fel- 
lowship Secretary, Miss Beatrice Her- 
shey, Lancaster; Publicity Secretary, 
Charles W. Schneider, Lancaster. 


The closing devotions for the after- 
noon session were in charge of St. 
John’s Luther League, Shiremanstown, 
Pa. Their subject was “The Individual 
in the World Today.” 


A banquet prepared and served by 
the Women of St. Mark’s Church was 
the social highlight of the Convention. 
The Toastmaster, Rev. A. W. Trumpe- 
ter, Pastor of the host church, very 
ably kept the mealtime session in good 
spirits. Following the Banquet, several 
vocal selections and skits, prepared and 
presented by St. Mark’s League, were 
enjoyed by all. 


DECEMBER, 1945 
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TEXAS LUTHER LEAGUERS 
CONVENE AT ROUND ROCK 


The Texas State Luther League met 
for its 25th Annual Convention on July 
4, 1945, at the Luther League Park, 
Round Rock, Texas. This being the 
25th Anniversary of the Texas Luther 
League it was indeed an inspiring and 
enthusiastic convention. 


Five reorganized Leagues and one 
new League became affiliated with the 
State organization. This makes a total 
of fifteen active Leagues in the Texas 
Synod. The youth of United, Dr 
Martin Luther, of Shiner, plan to or- 
ganize a League in the near future. 

The attendance was very good, due 
chiefly to the fact that the Texas 
Youth Bible Encampment was _ held 
Julye2sos andes and 6 salso vat Ibuther 
League Park, Round Rock, Texas. 

Rev. A. J. Beil, D.D., was the repre- 
sentative of The Luther League of 
America and gave a most inspiring 
message. Since the Youth Bible En- 
campment was such a success with the 
presence of Dr. Beil as a representa- 
tive of The Luther League of America, 
it is confidently predicted that the 
Texas Luther League will have a very 
successful year. 

The 25th Annual Convention elected 
Miss Bernice Pantel, Victoria, presi- 
dentin Vlissm Glagamelcoitseh ores laa 
Grange, Texas, former President, has 
been appointed Intermediate Secretary. 

A Luther League Calendar of spe- 
cial events is planned for use in the 
new year. 


Vespers was in charge of Rev. A. W. 
Trumpeter and the address was by 
Rev. Robert M. Lampa ter, Pastor of 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, South 
Pottstown, Pa. Pastor Lamparter was 
formerly an active Luther Leaguer in 
the Lancaster area. His subject was 
the Convention theme, ‘Onward Chris- 
tian Soldiers.” 

Candlelight Installation of the newly 
elected officers by Rev. G. Martin 
Ruoss, President of the Lancaster Con- 
ference, concluded the day. 

During the evening Memorial Can- 
dles were lighted on the altar in mem- 
ory of Donald Groff and other Lan- 
caster Conference Luthe- Leaguers 
who gave their lives for their country. 

On June 25th the first quarterly Ex- 
ecutive Committee Meeting of the new 
term was held. Plans were advanced 
for the events of the next three months 
and for the raising of the 50th Anni- 
versary Fund quota of the Conference. 


GERMANTOWN CHURCH 
ENTERTAINS CENTRAL SYNOD 
LUTHER LEAGUE 


The Sixth Convention of the Luther 
League of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod was held at Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Germantown, Philadelphia, 
Pa., July 27-29, Rev. Frank H. Clutz, 
Pastor of the host church. The theme 
was, “The Armor of God.” 


The first session was opened on Fri- 
day evening at 7:45 P. M. with a 
Friendly Sing conducted by William 
Ward of Philadelphia. The speaker, 
Rew, IR@oca: ID, lnleesliey, S, ID. 
preached a most inspiring sermon us- 
ing the convention theme, “The Armor 
of God.’ A reception was held after 
the service with Bert Stracker in 
charge. At this time the Delegates re- 
ceived a hearty welcome, games were 
played and refreshments served. 


John G. Bernheisel of York was 
leader of the Devotional period on 
Saturday morning. A business session 
followed with the president, Vance R. 
Stouffer, presiding. Departmental Con- 
ferences were held during the day in 
charge of the following: Mary Helen 
Smith, Educational Sec-etary; Evelyn 
Emig, Intermediate Secretary; Sister 
Georgia Bushman substituted for Sister 
Jane Wirt, the Life Service Secretary; 
Ruth Staley, Sustaining Membership 
Secretary; and Ma garet McFalls, Ex- 
tension Chairman. 


Betty Sassaman was in charge of the 
Devotions Saturday afternoon and also 
served as organist and pianist for the 
Convention. Greetings were extended 
by Janet Brill, President of the Phila- 
delphia District. The response was 
given by Vance R. Stouffer. A period 
of Christian Recreation followed under 
the capable leadership of Rev. Ray- 
mond D. Foellner. Then Rev. Wm. J. 
Ducker, of the Headquarters office, dis- 
cussed the Missionary Program with 
the Leaguers. 


A business session including the 
election of officers was held. Vance R. 
Stouffer was elected President; Mar- 
garet McFalls, First Vice-Presi- 
dent; Ruth Staley, Second Vice-Presi- 
dent; Margaret Mo gan, Secretary; 
Elizabeth Coleman, Assistant Secre- 
tary; John G. Bernheisel, Treasurer; 
and Mrs. Teletha E. Long, Executive 
Secretary.. The president made the fol- 
lowing appointments: Mary Helen 
Smith, Educational Secreta'y; Mrs. 
Mary Weir, Life Service Secretary; 
Janet Brill, Missionary Secretary; 
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Evelyn Emig, Intermediate Secretary; 
Ruth Staley, Sustaining Membership 
Secretary; and Emma L. Stumpf, Pub- 
licity. Secretary. Members-at-large: 
Kenneth W. Dry, Earl R. Bricker and 
John George Kurzenknabe. Dr. J.-E. 
Rudisill of Harrisburg was appointed 
Pastoral Advisor. 

Quiet Moments were in charge of 
Convention Chaplain, Rev. Reginald 
W. Dietz, who used as his theme, the 
Convention Hymn, “Stand Up, Stand 
Up, for Jesus.” 


A Colonial Banquet was held in the 
gymnasium on Saturday evening. Rey. 
Martin L. Tozer gave the Invocation. 
The Toastmaster was Rev. Theodore 
K. Finck, Litt.D. Judge James Hen- 
ninger of Allentown was the speaker. 
His message was very much enjoyed 
by all. Mrs. Theodore K. Finck was 
the Song Leader. The dinner was fol- 
lowed by an entertainment in charge 
of Bert Stracker, with other Seminary 
students participating. The grand ap- 
plause was a sign of appreciation from 
the audience. 


Group Singing com- 
pleted the program after which the 
Benediction was pronounced by the 


Convention Chaplain. 


Jane Newcomer was in charge of 
Devotions Sunday afternoon. Ruth L. 
Blackburn represented the Luther 
League of America and brought an in- 
spiring message. An Intermediate Pro- 
gram was very well planned by a group 
from Christ Lutheran Church, Upper 
Darby. Five Crosses will be added to 
the Life Service Flag for recently or- 
dained Pastors. They are: Rev. How- 
ard McCarney and Rey. Paul Swank, 
Philadelphia District; Rev. Robert G. 
Wistler, Harrisburg District; Rev. 
Harry L. Berkebile and Rev. Harold 
S. Knoll, Johnstown District. A Salute 
to our Leaguers in the Service of our 
Country was in charge of the Chaplain. 
A vase of flowers was placed in their 
honor at this time. 


An impressive Communion Service 
was held at the closing session Sunday 
evening. Rey. Reginald W. Deitz, as 
Liturgist, was assisted by Rev. Martin 
L. Tozer and Robert Ireland. Dr, L. 
Grady Cooper, Missionary to China, 
was the preacher. “He spoke of his 
work in China and challenged us to 
greater service in the Church, The 
Candlelight Installation Service fol- 
lowed and administration of the Holy 
Communion brought the Convention to 
a close. 


The hard-working Philadelphia Con- 
vention Committee included Ruth 
Staley, Betty Sassaman, Margaret S. 
Brown, George Ricketts, Jessie Ah- 
rens, Dorothy Engle, Craig Esterly, 
Elaine Sterner, Evelyn Jarrett, Gene- 
vieve Smith and Robert Ireland. 


—EMMA L. STUMPF 
Pubilcity Secretary 
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Pittsburgh Synodical Luther League Convention, Wilkinsburg, Pa. 


PITTSBURGH SYNODICAL 
LUTHER LEAGUE HOLDS 
PINCH-HITTER CONVENTION 


The sixth annual convention of the 
Luther League of the Pittsburgh 
Synod was unusual in many ways. 

Due to the O. D. T. restriction of 
out-of-town delegates to 50, the meet- 
ing place was changed from Ridgway, 
Pa., to Wilkinsburg, so that the people 
of the Pittsburgh area who were con- 
sidered local people could attend in 
large numbers. As large a conven- 
tion as possible was desired so that 
“convention atmosphere” could be had 
and interest in the postponed Nation- 
al Convention in Pittsburgh could be 
maintained. 

The opening session on Friday even- 
ing, July 27, was a Vesper Service with 
the Synod’s Missionary Superintendent- 
elect, Rev. Donald Houser, delivering 
the address. He used the convention 
theme, ‘Forward Be Our Watchword”’ 
as a background for his timely and 
very pointed remarks. He stated, “The 
task is ours today, not tomorrow. We 
must not mark time. This is the day 
for Christian youth to arise for Christ.” 
He developed the idea that the Luther 
League is a training school for leaders 
to train themselves to do God’s work. 
He said, “The Luther League offers us 
a way to know about Christ and the 
Christian Way of Life. It helps us to 
have a faith that stands by Christ and 
enables us to rise above the tempta- 
tions of the day.” He concluded his 
address by saying, “If we believe in 
Christ and that He can save souls, if 
we believe that He has the answer for 
a peaceful world, we must share Him. 
The world is our mission field and in 


it is either Christ or chaos. To make 
the world a Christ-centered world we 
must (1) Give, (2) Pray and (3) Live.” 


Capable Substitutes Function 


Since this was a convention of pinch- 
hitters, it was not unusual that the 
chaplain, Rev. PB. BE. Obenaut vot. ase 
Liverpool, Ohio, was called upon to 
substitute at the o-gan. In the absence 
of the Intermediate Secretary the chap- 
lain took the time allotted to the In- 
termediate Department and gave some 
very good ideas about Intermediate 
Work. He was a very able and quali- 
fied pinch-hitter because he was the 
former Intermediate Secretary of the 
Pennsylvania State Luther League. 


In the absence of the Sustaining 
Membership Chairman, Roy Henrick- 
son, President of the Synodical League 
as well as Luther League of America 


Executive Committeeman, presented 
the Sustaining Membership program. 
His challenge was, “This program 


gives us an opportunity to go the sec- 
ond mile.” He showed the Leaguers 
how little each one gives to the League 
by comparing the figures with the 
amount each one spends on his own 
pleasure. The result of the comparison 
showed that it costs about 9% cents 
a week to belong to the Luther League 
of America if one pays his synodical 
and national dues, subscribes to The 
Luther League Review and the Topics 
Quarterly; and if he gives annually to 
the Missionary Project and the Sus- 
taining Membership Fund. 


New Officers Chosen 


William A. Mull, of Jeannette, was 
elected president for the ensuing year, 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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MINISTERIUM OF PENNA. 
LUTHER LEAGUE HOLDS 
SUBSTITUTE CONVENTION 


The Luther League of the Ministe- 
rium of Pennsylvania and Adjacent 
States was to hold its Sixth Annual 
Convention at Reading, Pa., on August 
8, 9, 10, but due to the banning of the 
same by the O. D. T. a special Execu- 
tive Committee meeting was called. 
This meeting was held Saturday and 
Sunday, August 11th and 12th, at Zion 
Church, Olney, Philadelphia, Dr. Bela 
Shetlock, pastor. The ten presidents 
of the ten conferences of the Luther 
League were invited to attend and to 
discuss their plans for the coming year. 
Other guests included Rev. W. Chester 
Hill, President of the Philadelphia Con- 
ference; Rey. Earl F. Rahn, Executive 
Secretary of the Board of Christian 
Education and pastoral advisor to the 
group; and Rev. Joseph W. Freaset, 
Executive Secretary of The Luther 
League of America, who brought greet- 
ings, explained the plans for Youth 
Sunday, September 23rd, and discussed 
the various features of The Luther 
League Review. 


The annual reports showed progress, 
especially the Missionary Secretary, 
Ruth Stauffer, who stated that the 
Ministerium Leagues had _ oversub- 
scribed its missionary quota for the 
Deaconess Library Endowment Fund. 
The quota was $2,185 and the amount 
subscribed was $2,22).43. 


Rev. Mr. Rahn informed the meet- 
ing that Miss Jane Taylor who was a 
full-time worker for the Board of 
Christian Education hed resigned her 
position. Miss Tay’or had used part 
of her time fo promotional and ex- 
tension work of the Luther League, 
and Pastor Rahn has volunteered to 
take over part of this work and assist 
wherever possible in promoting the 
prog-am of the Luther League. 


For some months back, a committee 
has been meeting and planning a pro- 
gram for Youth Rallies to be held 
throughout the Ministerium. At the 
August meeting, it was ascertained 
that the Board of Christian Education 
also had such a plan in mind and it 
was decided that the two groups 
should collaborate and plan this pro- 
gram together. To these Rallies will 
be invited all the youth of the Church 
over the age of 12 years. The purpose 
of these Rallies is to acquaint the 
youth of the Church with the program 
of the Luther League. These Rallies 
will be held sometime during the Fall 
or Winter months—the dates to be set 
by the various conferences. 


Youth Sunday will again be observed 
in the Ministerium Leagues and the 
suggestion was made that the offer- 
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Ministerium Luther League Group, 
Zion, Olney 


ing received at this service be turned 
over to the War Service Program of 
The Luther League of America. 


The Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
has purchased a 165-acre farm near 
Stroudsburg to be used for a summer 
c:mp for Leadership Education pur- 
poses. A committee of the Luther 
League was appointed to confer with 
a committee from the Synod’s Board 
of Education to discuss the feasibility 
of the Synod’s Luther League sponsor- 
ing the camp ‘or a week during the 
camping season. The Luther Leagues 
committee is composed of the follow- 


ing: Earl Schmehl, Paul Rauschen- 
berger and Mrs. Ruth Stauffer. 
Thanksgiving Rallies will be held 


again this year, the date being No- 
vember 23rd. A special pzogram has 
been arranged and the ten conferences 
will hold their meetings simultaneous- 
ly, each beginning at 8:00 P. M. on 
the evening of the 23rd. 


Ways and Means for the raising of 
the Ministerium’s quota of $4,450 for 
The Luther League of America’s 
Go'den Anniversary Fund were dis- 
cussed and action was taken adopting 
the use of the individual coin boxes. It 
was decided that at least 2,000 boxes 
would be needed. As was the case w:th 
the recent missiona’y project, so the 
Luther League of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania expects to go over the 
top with its Golden Anniversary Fund 


quota. 
—META BENDER 


PITTSBURGH SYNODICAL 
(Continued from Page 20) 
having served during the past several 
years as synodical extension chairman. 
Other elected officers include: Edna 
May Herman, Pittsburgh, Secretary; 
Pearl Elster, McKeesport, Assistant 
Secretary; Cora Gongaware, Grape- 
ville, Treasurer; Margaret Benzer, 
New Kensington, Statistician. 
New secretaries and committee 
chairmen are as follows: Executive 
Secretary, Adelene May, Erie; Educa- 


tional Secretary, Pauline Fink, New 
Kensington; Missionary  Sec-etary, 
Ruth Heckel, Freedom; Life Service 


Secretary, Rev. George Reese, Green- 
ville; Intermediate Secretary, Helen 
Schulz, Ridgway; Sustaining Member- 
ship Chairman, Warren Koffer, Wil- 
kinsburg; Publicity Sec:etary, Pearl 
Elster, McKeesport; Extension Chair- 
man, Reese Snyder, Timblin. 


Quiet Moments, conducted by the 
convention chaplain, as well as the ad- 
dress of The Rev. Grover E. Swoyer, 
D.D., at the Fellowship Dinner, gave 
the vision of moving Forward with 
Christ in our Luther League work. 


Placement of Five Crosses 


The convention was brought to an 
inspiring close at the Sunday evening 
session. The full Vesper Service was 
used, conducted by the Chaplain, and 
the anthem, “My God and I,’’ was 
rendered by a combined choir of the 
Inner Mission Youth Council and lo- 
cal voices. Five gold crosses were 
placed on the Life Service Flag by the 
Rey. Paul Obenauf in honor of the five 
young men in the Pittsburgh Synodical 
League who entered the Holy Minis- 
try, May 24, 1945. 


A unique sermon, illustrated by 
beautifully colored slides of Bible 
scenes, especially from the Life of 
Christ, was delivered by Dr. Edgar B. 
Hanks of Holy Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Jeannette, Pa. He chose as 
his theme, “Don Your Armo-,” and 
wove his remarks around the words of 
the Luther League Rally Hymn. He 
said, “In Christ’s coming we have (1) 
the greatest fact; (2) the greatest pur- 
pose; (3) the greatest method; and (4) 
the greatest commission. 


Following the sermon and offering 
an impressive Candlelight Consecration 
Service was held—a service in which 
each was asked to dedicate himself 
anew to the tasks which lie ahead. Dr. 
Hanks lit candles held by six young 
men which were symbolic of Service, 
Fellowship, Steadfastness, Self-Exami- 
nation, Sanctification, and Unity in Ac- 
tion. These young men then lighted 
the candles of those in the congrega- 
tion. The service, based on the Luther 


League Rally Hymn, was sung in 
closing. --PEARL ELSTER 
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Young People s Topics For December 
TOPIC STUDY FOR DECEMBER 2 >» » 


I Advent 
TOOLS OF RIGHTEOUS LIVING—NATIONAL ISSUES 


Isaiah 


540-30, 


By Frederick E. Reissig, D.D., Washington, D. C. 


The Christians of Germany, Nor- 
way, Japan, Italy, France and England 
know now that they cannot divorce 
themselves as Christians from the life 
of their community, their nation or the 
world. What goes on in industry and 
business, in education and government, 
in neighborhood and world relations 
Must DemOLeyvital es Goncern| to, every 
Christian, for in these areas of every- 
day life lives may blight or blossom, 
be thwarted or thrive. One cannot 
read the New Testament without see- 
ing Jesus walk up and down and across 
his country deeply concerned with the 
total life of His people. Let us look 
at some national and social issues and 
see how they must be our concern as 
Christian young people. 


Peace-time Conscription 


Shall we militarize the United States 
by passing some peace-time conscrip- 
tion bill is a question which is before 
us this very hour. The May Bill, which 
provides for a year’s military training 
for every young man in the United 
States is now before the House Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, and due to 
the tremendous opposition on the part 
of churches and educational institu- 
tions and others, and the development 
of the atomic bomb, this bill will prob- 
ably not leave the committee. But 
other forms of peace-time conscription 
will come before us soon. Senator 
Thomas has introduced a bill, S 1355, 
which provides for compulsory military 
conscription by means of continuing 
the Selective Service Act until repealed 
by concurrent resolution of the two 
Houses of Congress. This bill provides 
for the drafting of youth between the 
ages of 18 to 26 for a two-year period. 
The President of the United States 
will, according to reports, recommend 
an optional bill providing for a choice 
of three years in the National Guard, 
five years in R.O.T.C. in an education- 
al institution, or two years in the regu- 
lar army by the age of twenty-two. 

This impending legislation is cer- 
tainly of vital concern to our youth and 
the churches. If compulsory military 
training in peace-time and when the 
nations are struggling with the de- 
velopment of goodwill and understand- 
ing, and a world organization to insure 
peace, is good for youth and for the 
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country and the world, then let the 
Christian people get behind it, but if 
they see dangers lurking in it for all 
concerned, then let them fight it. No 
one can be neutral in a situation which 
reaches so deeply into the life of our 
youth, our homes, our churches, our 
colleges and our country. 


Consider the value of a year or two 
of military training on the part of a 
million American youth annually, or 
the sending of ten or a hundred thous- 
and young men and women to the 
various nations of the world for a year 
of study and goodwill. 


Race Relations 


In the area of Race Relations the 
Christian’s profession is farthest from 
his practice. The fight for the right of 
citizenship in. our democracy on the 
part of the Negroes is one of the most 
important struggles taking place in 
America or in the world. The Chris- 
tian sings, “In Him no north or south, 
but one great fellowship of love,” and 
then acts within the pattern of segre- 
gation and discrimination. 

The Negroes and many right-think- 
ing folk are now waging two strong 
fights for justice. One is known as the 


F.E.P.C., or the Fair Employment 
Practice Committee. The fight is to 
make this a permanent committee. 


Such legislation would eliminate dis- 
crimination in industry for them. No 
employer could then refuse to hire a 
person because of race, color or creed. 


The other fight deals with the abol- 
ishing of the poll tax. Due to the poll 
tax the Negroes of the South, together 
with many poor whites, are kept from 
the ballot box. A person is a citizen 
and should have the right of vote, no 
matter how poor he is. We make 
claims that in our democracy all men 
are free and equal, but look at the 
South and the poll tax. 


Here are two movements before our 
country now in which any Christian 
ought to be active. It’s a case of prac- 
ticing what one teaches and preaches 
and professes. A Christian must, like 
Christ, be color blind and free from all 
bias and prejudice. Race hatred and 
discrimination because of color or race, 
and race prejudice poison the mind and 
spirit of man. Such poison is conta- 


gious. We can judge our Christian 
lives by the amount of prejudice or 
lack of it we harbor. 

The owner of a large commercial 
amusement place said to the writer 
when called on in the interest of bet- 
ter and more consideration of the Ne- 
groes, “I’ll go just as far as you will 
go in the Church.” We so-called Chris- 
tians often ask business, industry, edu- 
cation, recreation to do in the field of 
race relations what we in the Church 
are not willing to do. The Church gen- 
erally throughout the United States 
follows the pattern of segregation. 


Labor 


In order for the great mass of work- 
ing people to get a living wage and 
decent working hours, and working 
conditions which would not unneces- 
sarily impair their health, the workers 
of America had to organize and strug- 
gle for every inch of the way. Labor 
leadership has not always, by any 
means, been of the best, or free from 
false motives, but the credit for the ad- 
vantages which labor today has are 
due first to organized labor and second- 
ly to the Church. People cannot be 
interested in the Church when they are 
hungry, or unemployed or filled with 
fear and anxiety about tomorrow’s 
bread and butter and shelter. Anxiety 
and fear and worry shrink men’s souls 
and crowd out any time or desire for 
worship and Christian service. 


Man does not live by bread alone, 
but man must have bread. The strug- 
gle of the masses was always close to 
the heart of Christ, and is today. The 
Christian must be interested in the 
whole man. Fear of unemployment 
and penniless old age make for social 
unrest, radical movements, revolutions 
and war, and most of all, of unbal- 
anced and thwarted lives. “A laborer 
is worthy of his hire’ and to a fair 
share of what he produces. That’s 
good sense and it’s good religion. La- 
bor is setting up high goals for the 
workers and seeking to educate them 
for fine citizenship and participation in 
community and national life. The 
C.1.0. has advanced beyond the prac- 
tice of the Church in its practice of 
race relations. The Church ought al- 
ways to lead in the practice of brother- 
hood, neighborliness and fair play. We 
as Christians must see that it does. 


It would be a fine step for youth 
groups to have representatives of both 
management and labor speak to them. 
England recently elected a labor gov- 
ernment. Such a government may not 
be far off in America. Only as we 
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TOPIC STUDY FOR DECEMBER 9 » » 


II Advent 
TOOLS OF RIGHTEOUS LIVING—GLOBAL INFLUENCE 


Isaiah 42:1-12 


By Rev. Clarence W. Rhoda, Philadelphia, Pa. 


® Preparation 


Perhaps the best way to get the most out of 
this large subject is to have a series of meet- 
ings to which selected members of other races 
are invited and in which they are given the 
opportunity to speak and contribute to the dis- 
cussion. This method is especially suitable in 
large centers, or where there are large institu- 
tions of higher education, but it may also be 
tried in smaller communities with equal success. 


Moving pictures of the influence of the Lu- 
theran Church in various parts of the world 
may be obtained from the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the U. L. C. A., 231 Madison 
Avenue, New York 16, N. Y. 


A series of questions about our present in- 
ternational relations, somewhat in the manner 
of the currently popular radio quiz programs, 
peak be an interesting way by which to pro- 
ceed, 


A pageant in three simple scenes might be 
worked up: (1) Soldiers of the United Nations 
marching side by side. We know how to fight 
together, how to combat a common foe. Will 
we learn how to work together in peace? (2) 
People costumed to represent different nation- 
alities at worship. These would illustrate the 
fact that we worship the same God. (3) The 
hope of the future. This scene would show 
different nationalities working together in busi- 
ness and every-day interests in harmony and 
with good will. Shall we not learn to live to- 
gether while we pursue the arts of peace? 


@ Program 


Quiet Music 
Call to Worship: 


O come, let us worship Him who hath 
made of one blood all nations for to dwell 
upon the face of the earth for He is our 
Maker and our God. 


Hymn: ‘O Worship The King’ (245 PSH) 
Responsive Reading: Psalm 67 (Page 38 PSH) 
Gloria Patri (Sung or said) 

The Lesson: Isaiah 42:1-12 

Hymn: ‘Christ for the World” (164 PSH) 


Study of the Bible Readings 
(As given herewith) 

Prayer: Almighty God, who of Thy great good: 
ness didst create the world and all that is 
therein, accept our feeble thanks for Thy 
goodness and tender mercies towards us, €s- 
pecially for the revelation of Thy will and 
Grace in Jesus Christ our Lord. We have 
failed Thee in many ways, but Thou hast not 
forsaken us. Forgive us our sins, especially 
our unloving ways towards the children of 
Thy creation. Enlighten our minds that we 
may know Thee more fully; fire our hearts 
that we may love as Jesus loved; sanctify our 
spirits that through us others may be drawn 
unto Thee; and help us to make of the 


world, one fold with one shepherd, even 
Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 
The Topic Presentation 
(In some manner as suggested above) 
Discussion (See suggested questiois) 
How Much Influence Does America  Exert 
Among the Nations? (For material in 


answer to this question see the Nolde-Van 
Kirk article, ‘““The Christian Citizen and the 
Charter of the United Nations,” in the No- 
vember issue of The Luther League Review.) 
The Offering 
Quotations or Illustrations 
(See suggested bits) 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Hymn: “Before Jehovah’s Awful Throne” 
(492 CSB) 
The Luther League Benediction 
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® Bible Readings 

The First Chapter of Genesis. To a news- 
paper reporter who grumbled when he was told 
to write his story in fewer words the editor 
rephed, “Read the first chapter of Genesis and 
you will find the whole story of creation told 
in less than 800 words.” Yes, in a few words 
is announced the sublime fact of God as Cre- 
ator of the whole world. He is the Creator of 
all things and of all men. To have less than a 
global outlook in our human relationships is to 
deny the creativity and fatherhood of God. 


John 1:1-18. Christ is the Light of the 
World, not the light of just a special portion 
of the globe. Christianity has always been a 
global religion, seeking from the very begin- 
ning of the Church to bring the Light to the 
dark corners of the earth. There is no such 
person as a Christian who would deny the 
Light to others. 


Acts 10:9-29. Peter was a nationalist. It 
required a special vision to persuade him that 
a Christian’s vision must be global. But learn- 
ing the hard way is often costly, as we have 
learned to our sorrow during the past five 
years. If we would avoid such catastrophe in 
the future, we must broaden our _ horizon 
to take in the world. The purpose of the gos- 
pel is to make all men brothers in Christ. 


Matthew 13:24-30 and 36-43. In this parable 
of the wheat and tares, Jesus points out very 
forcibly that he who hinders the growth of the 
Kingdom is of the devil. God’s field is the 
world. God’s children are not found in only 
one corner of the field; residents of but one 
nation. He would have all men to be saved. 
When we hinder the growth of the good seed, 
we can expect to meet the fate of the tares. 


The Book of Jonah. The old argument about 
Jonah being swallowed by the whale no longer 
bothers us because modern science has revealed 
that such a thing is possible and that other 
men have had the same experience and lived to 
tell the tale. What is important in this book 
is the fact that Jonah was so small-minded that 
he didn’t want to carry God’s message to Nine- 
vah, a foreign city. And when he finally did 
go there, he became angry because God showed 
mercy to those foreigners. Unwillingness to 
cooperate with God in showing and fostering 
good-will to all the world can only lead to con- 
tinued warfare. \ve are war criminals if our 
outlook and efforts extend no iurther than our 
own borders. 


Acts 8:26-39. One of the interesting lessons 
of the book of Acts is the way in which God, 
threugh His Holy Spirit, convinced the fol- 
lowers of Jesus to share the gospel with all 
people. Christianity began as a Jewish sect in 
a tiny corner of Palestine. But not for long. 
Almost at once God began revealing His de- 
sire to the disciples that all men should be 
saved. It is significant that one of the first 
outsiders to be baptized was an Ethiopian. God 
is, indeed, no respecter of persons. When we 
erect racial, social or any other barriers in our 
dealings with our fellowmen, we presume to 
know better than God. This is infamous blas- 
phemy. 

Isaiah 2:2-5. This is the culmination of all 
our Global planning—that “‘nation shall not lift 
sword against nation; neither shall they learn 
to war anymore.” This is the only goal worth 
working for. Anything less is not worthy of 
us. Isaiah also shows us how to reach this 
goal—‘‘Come ye, and let us walk in the light 
of the Lord.” 


(Please Note: The topic discussed below 


assumes that the Bible Readings and Com- 
ments have been read. It should not be con- 
sidered apart from them.) 


© The Topic 
Opportunities for Global Influence 


A young marine comes back from 
Guadalcanal. His leg has been shat- 
tered so that he can never fight again. 


But he doesn’t want to fight again. 
He wants to go back to Japan after 
the war as a Christian missionary. 
That is his answer to the question, 
“What can I do to foster world-brother- 
hood, so that this (war) shall not hap- 
pen again?” This lad is Lutheran. 
Every one of us has a stake in the 


future. Every one of us must con- 
tribute something to bringing about 
better global relationships. This is 


“One World” in which we are living! 
This fact needs no demonstration. But 
it is “One World” in proximity only, 
in the fact that distances have shrunk 
until practically every nation and peo- 
ple is our neighbor. 

There is another sense in which our 
Globe is not “One World.’ We are 
physically tied together, but not spirit- 
ually. Until mutual love and under- 
standing control the relationships be- 
tween nations the full meaning of 
“One World” will not be realized. 

Here is where you and I have a 
share in shaping the world to what it 
ought to be. It is you and I who will 
determine whether “One World” 
means brotherhood or a perpetuation 
of ancient rivalries and tensions. Ob- 
viously, we cannot all be Christian 
missionaries. We cannot all go to the 
far corner of the earth to bring the 
gospel of love to benighted people. But 
some of us can and should. 

Others have many opportunities 
right here at home to exert our Global 
influence. America is the world in 
miniature, with its mixture of all races 
and creeds, living side by side. Amer- 
ica can never exert her rightful influ- 
ence in Global affairs until she first 
cleans house at home. Racial discrimi- 
nation and anti-semitism are rampant. 
What are you and I doing to combat 
these evils? Hundreds of colored men, 
college graduates all, are working in 
New York City as waiters in restau- 
rants, because the doors to jobs and 
professions, for which they are trained, 
have been closed to them. When we 
show forth our Christian love and 
charity, as workman or employer, by 
giving equal opportunities to all races 
in our midst, we are exerting global 
influence. 

Others of us may perchance become 
engaged in government work of inter- 
national scope or we may be connected 
with a business with International con- 
nections. Here is opportunity to insist 
on the Christian viewpoint in shaping 
policies and plans for the future. John 
Foster Dulles, who is Governor 
Dewey’s right hand man, has had nu- 
merous opportunities, as a lawyer, to 
share his wide experience in Inter- 
national relations with those in respon- 
sible government positions. Mr. Dulles 
is an earnest Christian and has always 
insisted on the Christian viewpoint. 


(Continued on Page 27) 
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TOPIC STUDY FOR DECEMBER 16 » » 


III Advent 
TOOLS OF RIGHTEOUS LIVING—RECREATION 


Philippians 4:4-7 
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® Preparation 


Arrange in the room where the meeting is 
to be held a collection of articles used in re- 
creation, such as, a tennis racquet, baseball 
bat, softball, story book, Sunday paper, water- 
color set, a musical instrument, collector’s kit 
(for butterflies, wildflowers), tickets to the 
theatre or orchestra, or of a movie, and any 
other articles you can obtain, checkers, domi- 
noes, other games. The object is to lead those 
present to think recreationally and to see how 
these various kinds of recreation really help us 
to be righteous. 


® Program 


Hymn: “O Worship the King’ (245 PSH) 

Leader: The purpose of our meeting is to con- 
sider recreation as a_help to righteous liv- 
ing. Members of the League have loaned the 
articles connected with recreation here in 
the room. Every one of them properly used 
will help in Righteous Living. We are go- 
ing to try to see how. But, as in all else, 
first let us pray for God’s help and guidance. 


Prayer: Help us, O Lord, as we consider to- 
gether how recreation will enable us to serve 
Thee. Give us the insight of Thy Spirit. 
Strip from us all prejudice so that we come 
to realize the values of recreation and enter 
all our sports with zest for Thee; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Hymn: ‘For the Beauty of the Earth’ 
(252) BSED) 
Scripture: Philippians 4:4-7 
Presentation and Discussion of the Topic: 
Perhaps four leaders could be used—one a 

prominent athlete, telling the value of sports 
for righteous living; another an artist or 
musician; still another, a nature- lover; and 
the last a lover of books. Each should show 
how his particular field affords recreation and 
also by its particular technics is a tool of 
righteous living. Or some one may present 
the general idea of the topic briefly, and per- 
sons representing varied kinds of recreation 
may be invited to be present to show how the 
feereation they represent is a tool of righteous 
iving. 


Hymn: ‘Praise the Lord of Heaven” (252 PSH) 


Prayers: Prepared by Leaguers, on several 
types of recreation and their value to the 
spirit. 


The Lord’s Prayer 
Bless we the Lord: 
Thanks be to God 


® The Topic 


Recreation—A Tool of 
Righteous Living 

Recreation, in our discussion, is any 
sort of activity in which we engage 
freely, as contrasted with work which 
we do for a living or which it is our 
duty to do in view of obligations as- 
sumed. Our recreation may be an- 
other’s occupation. We may take pic- 
tures as a recreation but it may be the 
business of another member of our 
congregation. So with many other 
pleasures. Playing ball for most of us 
is recreation. It is the school coach’s 
business, not recreation for him. 


Alone? 


Recreation for some of us will be 
taken alone. A quiet walk, a visit to an 
art gallery, a book in a cozy corner of 
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our room, sketching, stamp collecting 
or making any other sort of collection, 
gardening—the list may be prolonged 
almost indefinitely. There are real 
values in those things which we do 
best alone. We are so much with each 
other that it is good for all of us to 
find recreation, occasionally and fre- 
quently, in things which we may do 
alone or which we can do better alone 
than with others. 


How does that help us to be 
righteous and to live righteously? Any 
kind of living is lonely. When all is 
said and done we live our lives alone. 
We must make our own decisions, bear 
our own troubles, enjoy our own pleas- 
ures. No one can do any of those 
things for us. If our work and duty, 
therefore, leads us to be with others 
most of the time, our recreation will 
be of added value to us if it gives rest 
to our spirits and opportunity to be 
alone and do things alone for it will 
enable us really to stand alone. At the 
last we must die alone and ultimately 
our spirits rest in God alone. 


(At this point it would be well for 
someone to speak about personal values 
experienced in lonely recreations or 
call attention to his or her presence 
and participation in the consideration 
of the topic at the close of the paper.) 


With a Few 


Most of us, however, find our recre- 
ation with others and usually with 
close friends. One of the values of 
recreation is the creation of friendships. 
Even when the most of our recreation 
is alone, as in nature study, taking pic- 
tures, or reading books, we get added 
enjoyment and value from it by shar- 
ing our experiences with others and 
developing friendships with kindred 
spirits. For one of the great values in 
recreation is making friends. Few have 
opportunity to make friends in busi- 
ness. One reason some firms encour- 
age ball-teams, musical and dramatic 
organizations, etc., is to enable those 
who work together to become friends 
through recreation—strengthening the 
morale and team-play in the shop or 
store, or wherever it may be. Friend- 
ships are essential to righteous living, 
for none can live righteously in this 
crowded world alone. Our spirits grow 
not only when we are alone (even 
alone with God) but also and much 
more so in company with others, for 
righteousness is true cooperation. Co- 


operation develops when we do things 
together, and especially when we play 
together. 

There are so many forms of recrea- 
tion of this kind, and it is almost use~ 
less to even mention a few of them. 
There are all the clubs to which most 
of us belong; our own Luther League 
is, in part, a recreational organization 
and helps us by enabling us to enjoy 
good recreation together. Then there 
are the orchestras and bands, the 
teams and all the rest. These help us 
with all the friendly graces, tolerance, 
charity, good-will, forgiveness, co-op- 
eration, having right rules and keep- 
ing them, helping the other fellow, 
sharpening our perceptions and reac- 
tions by competition in friendly Spirit. 
All those and many more graces grow 
out of recreation with the small group. 


(The values of these recreations may 
be discussed here or at the end, as 
above.) 


Mass Recreations 


In these we enjoy ourselves and con- 
tribute to others’ enjoyment and 
righteousness in large groups. Many 
of these are spectacular. Most of us 
are watchers. A few professionals or 
others put on the show—a football 
game is mass recreation, so is a big 
league baseball game, attended by many 
thousands, opera, musical recitals and 
the like, the movies, the theatre—in 
all of these our experience is along 
with many others. Our part is rela- 
tively passive and yet it is a very real 
part, not only in the stimulation of the 
performers but of our fellows in the 
audience. We react on each other. Our 
enthusiasms rise, our spirits are stirred. 
“Tt was inspiring,” we say. And in- 
deed it was, and we were part of it. 
Occasionally active recreation in great 
masses is possible, as in folk dancing 
in a large body, singing in a big chorus 
of several hundred or several thous- 
and voices, taking part in a pageant 
or parade. at 


The values of such recreation for 
righteous living are very great. It in- 
tegrates us with many thousands, per- 
haps. We have a common experience, 
a common inspiration. We are drawn 
closer together. We understand each 
other better. All that helps in right- 
eous living which, after all, comes 
down to being fair to others. And we 
are fair in proportion as we can un- 
derstand them and put ourselves in 
their place. If we would love others 
as ourselves, according to Jesus’ com- 
mand, all we do that enables us to un- 
derstand, sympathize and know others’ 
souls, feelings, and spirits will help in 
righteous living. Besides in mass re- 
creation we are caught up in the group 
psychosis. We are part of a big emo- 
tional complex. We have the inspira- 
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TOPIC STUDY FOR DECEMBER 93 » » 


IV Advent 


ART A TOOL OF RIGHTEOUS LIVING 
Exodus 35 :30-35 


By Rev. George R. Seltzer, Ph.D., Philadelphia, Pa. 


® Program 
Hymn: ‘Angel Voices Ever Singing” 
(Glyal 1239s) 


Responsive Reading: Psalm 45 (See CSB) 
Gloria Patri (Said or sung) 
The Lesson: Exodus 25:30-35; Philippians 4:8 


Prayer: O God, who in Thy Holy Word hast 
commanded us to worship Thee in the beauty 
of holiness, and whose glory is great in all 
the churches: We praise Thy Holy Name 
for the great beauty with which Thou hast 
clothed Thy creation, for the beauty of the 
forest and the field, of the sky and the sea, 
of man and every living thing. We pray 
Thee to impress upon us the truth of the 
Gospel through the forms and figures wrought 
by human hands for the service of Thy 
house. Grant that they may have a ministry 
of holiness and loveliness in our lives. Be- 
stow npon us Thy heavenly grace, that we 
may in all things grow up to the life that 
is in Christ, who is fairer than the sons of 
men, and that our thoughts, words, and 
works may show forth Thy praise; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
(Collects and Prayers, No. 181) 


Hymn: “O Saviour” (269 PSH) 
The Topic 


Discussion (See suggested questions) 
(Alternate or supplemental use: Show 
slides of the life of Christ, of Madonnas in 
art, etc., as appropriate for the Christmas 
season.) 


The Offering 
The Lord’s Prayer 


Hymn: “Praise the Lord of Heaven” 
(252) ES ED) 


@ The Topic 
Primary Helps 

At the outset we must recognize 
primary and secondary elements which 
help to promote righteous living, anl 
which truly ennoble our life. Among 
the former are such things as: Chris- 
tian teaching in the public services of 
the Church and in the Church School 
Christian worship and prayer, and 
Christian fellowship in work and re- 
creation. The Word and sacraments 
are the ultimate and basic stimuli in 
the Christian life. They afford direc- 
tion and support in our desire for a 
righteous life, a life that is in harmony 
with the will of God. Christian activity 
in the church and the church schools 
gives us the opportunity of testing our 
Christian principles in practice. And 
“the still small voice” of conscience is 
also a powerful aid in our strivings 
after the good life, when we heed and 
obey it. 


After these primary helps, there are 
others. These secondary helps do not 
participate in the crucial quality which 
the primary helps possess for initiating 
and sustaining our Christian life, but 
in themselves they are significant, and 
may be of real service if they are used 
aright. It is in their employment that 
their character for good is exhibited. 
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The Nature of Art 


Art has been described as “the ap- 
plication of skill to subjects of taste.” 
Examples of art in life are numerous. 
Among the “fine arts” there are poetry, 
music, sculpture, painting. “Applied 
arts” deal with more homely and use- 
ful matters: fabrics, furniture, and all 
the gear and tackle which we use in 
our daily lives. 


Art has long been associated with 
religion, both in worship and in the 
private expressions of religion. Every 
public service of the church employs 
art in one or more forms: in architec- 
ture, which is used in building the 
temples of our faith, and which en- 
shrines many of the other arts beneath 
its shelter; music, which is so promi- 
nent in our services, and in the hymns 
and anthems and organ works; and 
poetry, which appears both in the Bib- 
lical Psalms, and in the hymns which 
are the pride and joy of the Church. 


Art in Religion 


Throughout the Bible we find allu- 
sions to the use and meaning of art 
and the arts in the worship of the One 
True God. In early times the Hebrews 
received guidance in the building and 
adornment of their places of worship. 
These old Hebrews praised God with 
musical instruments, with song and re- 
ligious dance; they made beautiful “the 
courts of the Lord” with every kind of 
skillful art and workmanship. They 
ornamented the Temple with the art 
of their times, in gold and silver, in 
fine woods, and in noble fabrics. While 
their religion allowed no representa- 
tion of The Eternal, they valued artis- 
tic form and excellence in all the fur- 
nishings of the Temple of God. 


When Christianity emerged from the 
years of persecution and oppression, it, 
too, began to use the arts in the serv- 
ice of the Faith. New forms, and sym- 
bols, and representations were devel- 
oped, which were the outward expres- 
sions of the deep and sincere faith of 
the Christian people. The Lamb, the 
Anchor, the Fish, the Cross, and the 
Shepherd were some of the earliest 
symbols used in Christian art; and 
they have survived in use to the pres- 
ent day. 

Art in Private and Social Life 

But art and the arts are not only sig- 
nificant in religion and worship. Our 
life is not separate from our faith and 
worship. Both in what we call “the 


fine arts” and in the “applied arts” 
there are opportunities for the expres- 
sion or confirmation, or the denial, of 
our religious beliefs and practices. 

In our homes there are usually some 
things which may be called “artistic” 
—or which at least aspire to artistic 
quality. There may be a vase or pic- 
ture or a fine piece of china, which 
we specially prize. In a wider sense, 
books, magazines, ornaments, and mu- 
sic in records or other forms are in- 
cluded in the meaning of art. Are 
these various examples of the arts con- 
genial to our faith, or do they at times 
cause us twinges of conscience, because 
they are subversive of our Christian 
faith and character? Such things may 
influence us for good, or they may 
move us in an opposite direction. 

In our social life we encounter vari- 
ous forms of art: In the theatre, the 
motion-picture; in our games and group 
activities, our songs and dances. These 
expressions of our social life may be 
neutral so far as faith is concerned; 
or, they may be directly opposed to 
our faith; or again, they may be har- 
monious with Christian character and 
conduct because of their innocence, 
beauty, and loveliness Each person 
ought to try to recognize the different 
kinds of social activities and be guided 
accordingly. 

Standards of Religious Art 

As to the art that we use in our 
churches, we must distinguish between 
the essential artistic quality, and the 
religious message. For example, a 
hymn may be quite satisfactory so far 
as its religious sentiment is concerned, 
but may be quite deplorable as poetry; 
and yet the total effect, when the words 
are sung to a good tune, may be gen- 
erally pleasing and unobjectionable. 


Similar comparisons might be made 
elsewhere in religious art: In painting, 
music, and architecture. It is import- 
ant to urge that whatever art is em- 
ployed in the service of God be the 
finest that can be secured. That does 
not always mean that it be the costli- 
est. Nor does it suggest that if it is 
truly fine and artistic, it will be diffi- 
cult for “ordinary people” to appreciate 
it. For another example, a congrega- 
tion may choose to build a vain and 
showy building, of poor construction, 
for the means that are available; or, it 
may choose a good architect who 
knows how to employ the means in 
hand in such a way that the congre- 
gation will have a church building that 
is well-built, and satisfactory from the 
artistic point of view. 


The church has sometimes suffered 
the loss of interest of cultured and in- 
telligent people because it has em- 
ployed inferior forms of art in its 
building and its worship. Such aliena- 
tion of interest is both unnecessary and 
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TOPIC STUDY FOR DECEMBER 30 » » 


I Christmas 


TOOLS OF RIGHTEOUS LIVING—SHARPENING THE TOOLS 
Psalm 27 


By C. P. Harry, D.D., Norristown, Pas 


® Preparation 

Prepare an exhibit of tools and instruments— 
screw driver, knife, brush, needle and thread, 
trowel, violin, radio, field glass, camera, watch, 
calipers, ruler, scales, etc. The point is to di- 
rect attention to various tools we use as sym- 
bolic of the Tools of Righteous Living which 
we have been considering. Their varied uses 
and nature will suggest the variety in the tool 
of righteous living. 


® Program 

Hymn: “Hark! The Herald Angels” (13 PSH) 

Leader: This is the last one of the series we 
have been using on the tools of, righteous 
living. It comes on the last meeting of the 
year. To use the tools we must know not 
only how to sharpen them but how to keep 
them in order and readily at hand. Let us 
ask God to guide us in our thoughts and 
discussion. 

Prayer: O God, we pray that we may be led to 
think aright in this meeting so that we may 
learn to keep and always to have ready the 
tools Thou hast given us for Righteous Liv- 
ing. It is almost the end of this year as we 
reckon time. Forgive us the many errors we 
have made and help us in the year coming to 
live righteously according to Thy Will in 
Christ. Amen. 

Hymn: ‘Thy Word, O Lord” (116 PSH) 

Presentation and Discussion of the Topic 

Hymn: ‘For Thy Mercy” (350 PSH) 

Prayers: By members of the League 

The Lord’s Prayer 


Bless we the Lord: 
Thanks be to God. 


@ The Topic 
Sharpening the Tools 


Perhaps this topic ought to have 
been “Keeping the Tools in Condi- 
tion,’ for all tools do not need to be 
sharpened. Brushes for watercolors 
are not sharpened, nor are rulers, or 
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Righteous Living” which we have been 
studying. “Sharpening” may not be 


the word, but “keeping tools in con- 
dition” will cover all the requirements 
—sharpening for edge tools, softening 
for brushes, regulation and lubrication 
for watches, and so on. Our use of 
the Word and sac-aments, of prayer, 
of friendship, of social influence, and 
of the other “tools” mentioned may not 
always be best spoken of as sharpen- 
ing, but keeping these in condition is 
surely clear and vivid. 


Tools are kept in condition by skill- 
ful use and regular care. Tools are 
spoiled by neglect and by lying around 
unused. Some may be spoiled by un- 
skillful handling or by using them on 
wrong materials. It is foolish to cut 
stone with a carpenter’s chisel. You 
ruin a watch by using it for a base- 
ball. But few are so foolish as that. 
But many who have had good tools 
find them useless when they come to 
use them because they have not been 
cared for. Nails have rusted; paint 
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brushes are hard; rulers are warped. 
These things have happened to good 
tools because they have been neglected. 
When a farmer lets his mower stand 
out in the weather all winter, he can- 
not expect it to be in good condition 
in the Spring. 
Use 

It is just the same with “the tools of 
righteous living” which God has given 
us. We must use them. It is of no 
value to have a Bible lying on the 
table unopened. We get no good out 
of listening to the Church bells calling 
others to worship. If we do not keep 
in touch with our friends, we will lose 
them. If we are unfriendly, we- will 
lose them also. If we do not take any 
part in community affairs, we lose that 
opportunity to live righteously. Tools 
are kept bright and shining, soft and 
pliable, accurate and dependable by 
use. So it is with every one of “the 
tools of righteous living’? which we 
have conside~ed. Use them. 


It has been noted that tools must be 
used with discrimination. You do not 
use a shovel with which to eat cereal. 
A tennis racquet is no good in a base- 
ball game. The Wise Man says there 
is a time and place for everything. 
Everything is good in its place. Many 
tools excellent for their purpose, are a 
hindrance when not so used. 

The same thing is true in regard to 
“the tools of righteous living.” Using 
the Bible, or quoting it ,is not always 
the best way to accomplish a righteous 
purpose. Praying would always seem 
to be in order, yet if it is not supple- 
mented by other activities, righteous 
living will not result. “Be ye doers of 
the Word and not hearers only,” the 
Bible says. To try to bring social 
pressure on a friend when you ought 
to be quietly talking with him will only 
alienate him. Often our international 
affairs have become snarled because 
the right methods were not used. 


So the first thing to do in keeping 
our tools for righteous living in or- 
der is to use them appropriately. With 
continued use comes increasing skill. 
The proper tools in the hands of an 
artist or artisan lead to better work. 
In like manner “the tools of righteous 
living” in the hands of an earnest 
Christian tend to become more and 
more effective means to that end. 


Care 
Almost as important as proper and 
frequent use is care. Everything we 


have must be cared for if we would 
have it remain in good condition. How 
quickly a violin loses its charm when 
from neglect it gets out of tune and 
its strings snap. Steel tools rust un- 
less covered with a thin film of oil. So 
it is with these others—‘“the tools of 
righteous living.’ We may not always 
be Bible reading, or praying, or di- 
rectly accomplishing purposes of com- 
munity life, but when we are using 
other “tools of righteous living,” the 
ones we are not using must not be 
neglected. Nor must they be mis- 
placed. Many a person spends more 
time looking for his tools than in ac- 
tually working with them. When they 
are not in use, tools should be kept in 
proper places and packed away or 
treated so that they will not deterior- 
ate. So it is with “the tools of right- 
eous living.” 

We must learn our Bibles so well 
that, like Jesus, in time of crisis we 
can bring to mind the real text show- 
ing the situation in the right light. 
Prayer must rise spontaneously to our 
lips when needed. Our social relation- 
ships must be maintained and kept 
ready for use at any time. We must 
always keep abreast of public affairs 
so that when needed the weight of our 
influence, or even a casual remark on 
our part, may lead to righteous living 
in ourselves and others.. We must 
never forget how to play, even in the 
most serious concerns of life. Nor can 
we ever be so engrossed, even in the 
most important things, that we fail to 
note the beauty of the little things God 
freely places in  everyone’s life. 
“Watch,” Jesus said. He means, “Be 
aleition 

Power 


Tools, to be effectual, must be used 
with power. The power used must be 
just the right amount. We do not use 
dynamite to cut butter. Delicacy of 
touch is as important as plenitude of 
power. Ability in driving a car is not 
measured by the force with which one 
steps on the gas, but by the accuracy 
with which one measures the power 
needed and the skill with which he 
guides the car—ability to go, to turn 
and to stop. So it is with our “tools 
of righteous living.” They must be 
used with power. The power for all 
righteousness is love. Love is the ful- 
hlling of the law. Without love it is 
impossible to live aright with the God 
of Love. “God is love and he that 
dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God and 
God in him.” If we love God, we must 
love ou: brother also. These are in- 
separable, for a loving, faithful heart 
goes out in love to God and men im- 
partially. Without this motive and 
Power we will never even want to use 


“the tools,’ much less use them ef- 
fectively. 
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For DECEMBER 2 


(Continued from Page 22) 
Christians help to bring justice and 
equity into our work-a-day world can 
we avoid any one group assuming 
leadership in America. We want to 
continue our American way of life, free 
from the severe tensions of class and 
race, 


Questions for which we ought to 
find answers are: 


What is a living wage? 
What are decent working hours? 


What security should we give work- 
ers as to periods of unemployment and 
old age? 

How can all of us help in making it 


possible for anyone who needs to work 
to have a job? 


Feeding the Hungry 


Never in all history were so many 
people hungry and ill-clad and home- 
less as right now. Dr. Reinhold Nie- 
buhr writes, “We are very rich in a 
poor world and very fat in a lean 
world. Something more than relief will 
of course be required to set the world 
on the path to security and health. On- 
ly a sensitive conscience and a vivid 
imagination can bridge the chasm be- 
tween our abundance and the world’s 
needs. We can never bridge this chasm 
completely, but we must try. It would 
be terrible if our nation should come 
under the judgment: ‘I was hungry and 
ye gave me no meat; I was thirsty and 
ye gave me no drink. I was sick and 
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in prison and ye visited me not’. 


Now we must let our legislators 
know that we want to share as Amer- 
icans with a needy world. This we 
must do in addition to our gifts 
through the churches. 


Perhaps we ought to ask ourselves, 
is it right to build new churches or 
large additions, or spend thousands on 
church improvements or buy new cars 
and refrigerators while millions know 
not where to find food or where to lay 
their heads. 


The Christians of America must be 
the spearheads in arousing this coun- 
try to its responsibility—not legal, but 
moral and Christian. 


For DECEMBER 9 


(Continued from Page 23) 

Bringing the Christian viewpoint in- 
to our daily relationships is not as easy 
as it sounds. No one who has ever 
tried to be a real Christian has found 
it easy. It will mean persecution, ridi- 
cule and loss of our jobs sometimes» It 
will mean all sorts of sacrifices, and 
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if we are looking for fame and for- 
tune, then it were better to forget 
Christ. But is any price we pay, too 
high? Not when we consider the price 
we pay to go to war! And the goal of 
war is what? But our goal is Christian 
brotherhood. “Shame on us Christian 
brethren,” if we are not willing to make 
whatever sacrifice may be necessary to 


bring about “One World.” To the 
credit of both Henry Wallace and 
Wendell Wilkie, let it be said that 


neither of them compromised their be- 
lief in “One World”, and the rights of 
the common man, although both were 
repudiated by their political parties. 
They paid the price for their world- 
wide sympathies, but their influence 
will be all the greater for it. 

We are living in a pioneering age— 
an age when frontiers no longer lie 
within our own borders. What a chal- 
lenge to all young people as they face 
the future! Are we big enough to meet 
the challenge of this larger world in 
which we live? Here is a simple test 
we can make to find out. Dr. Jowett, 
in “The High Calling,’ declares that 
the measure of our Christian growth 
may be estimated by the circles of our 
sympathetic interest. “What is the 
circumference of my outlook?” he asks. 
Are my sympathies represented by an 
umbrella, and do thev merely cover 
myself? Or are they something like a 
garden tent, and do they cover a fami- 
ly? Or are they like a great marquee, 
and can all the people in the village 
find shelter beneath its roof? Or still 
grander and nobler, do they find their 
symbol in the overarching firmanent, 
and do they embrace “all nations and 
kindreds and peoples and tongues?” 
What is the scope of my sympathetic 
circle? Just as the concentric circles 
in the interior fibres of a tree are a 
record of its age and growth, so too, 
the circumference of our sympathetic 
circles are a record of our Christian 
growth. Are we children or men? It 
takes Christian men to live in a global 
wo:ld. And the world needs such men 
today. 


“The great world’s heart is aching, aching 
fiercely in the night, 

And God alone can heal it, and God alone 
give light; 

And the men to bear the message, and 
to speak the living Word, 

Are you and I, my brothers, and the 
millions that have heard.” 

—Frederick George Scott 


® Illustrative Material 


Dreams are they, but they are God’s dreams! 
Shall we decry them and scorn them? 

That men shall love one another, 

That white shall call black man brother, 

That greed shall pass from the market place, 
That lust shall yield to love for the race, 
That man shall meet with God face to face— 
Dreams are they all, 

But shall we withstand them? 


God’s dreams! “ 
ee a —Thomas Curtis Clark 


Our gold will buy us many things, 
But when I searched in every mart 
I could not buy a human heart; 

The price of this is love, not gold, 
Great love for others, I was told. 


—H. G. Perry 


The world’s great heart is aching, aching 
fiercely in the night, 

fad eed alone can heal it, and God alone give 
ight; 

And the men to bear that 
speak the living Word, 
Are you and I,-my brother, and the millions 

that have heard. 


message, and to 


—Frederick George Scott 


Then I dipped into the future far as human 
eye could see; 

Saw the vision of the world and all the wonder 
that would be... 

The war drum throbbed no longer, and the 
battle flags were furled 
In the Parliament of man, 

the world. 


the Federation of 
—Tennyson 


Tiue statesmanship consists in discovering 
which way God is going and getting the ob- 
stacles out of the way.—Dr. Gunsallus. 


Were half the power that fills the world with 
terror, 
Were half the wealth bestowed on camps 
; and courts, 
Given to redeem the human mind from error, 
There were no need of arsenals and forts. 


—Longfellow 


A wrongdoer is often a man that has left 
something undone, and not always he that has 
done something.—Marcus Aurelius. 


When my son Junior was three years old he 
frequently played with a neighbor’s boy whose 
family had a colored chef. One day Junior 
came home and asked us why Buddy’s father 
was home all the time and didn’t go out to 
work like other men. This innocent child of 
ours had not drawn any color distinctions. 
Prejudices are not born with us, they are ac- 
quired and planted in us by thoughtless people. 

In proportion to our population (one out of 
every sixteen is colored) the colored race has 
produced more than its share of outstanding 
personalities. These people have contributed 
much to the welfare of America. Many well- 
known names come to mind immediately, such 
as Booker T. Washington, George Washington 
Carver, Marion Anderson, Joe! Louis, Paul 
Robeson and many others. These people have 
attained renown in spite of the obstacles put 
in their path. Dare we say then that the 
colored people are not capable of equality of 
opportunity ? 


® Questions for Discussion 

How has international goodwill 
moted by missions? Recall Wendell Wilkie’s 
comment that the reservoir of goodwill that 
has been built up in the Orient is largely the 
result of our missionary enterprise. — Many 
others have made this same observation. A 
writer in the “Saturday Evening Post’ gives 
credit exclusively to the missionaries for the 
goodwill the Chinese have for us. On the other 
hand our business and military interests lost 
face completely with the Japanese conquests. 

Should the United States cooperate in some 
form of world organization for maintaining 
peace? 

What great men and women of other races 
do you admire? 

A Chinese questions: ““How do you account 
for the feeling of racial superiority which the 
Westerners have? 

What can we do to promote better under- 
standing and more sympathy for the “‘stranger 
within our gates?” (for the peoples of other 
races in our midst.) 

What do you think of such organizations as 
the Ku Klux Klan and others that foster race 
hatred within our borders? 

Why should I consider seriously the call to 
become a missionary? 


been pro- 


@® To Read 

“Builders of a New World” by Robert M. 
Bartlett, especially the chapter headed, “The 
New Patriotism,” pp. 76ff Friendship 
IPS ESS mINiays 


(Continued on Page 28) 
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TOPIC STUDY CONTINUATIONS » » 


For DECEMBER 9 


(Continued from Page 27) 


“They Called Him Father’? by E. Theodore 
Bachmann. Muhlenberg Press. 


“The G.O.P.’s Mr. Hull by Forrest Davis in 
“The Saturday Evening Post,’’ issues of 
September 9 and 16, 1944. 


“Can Freedom Live’? by Ernest Fremont Tittle, 
in “The Christian Century” of March 22, 
1944. 


“This Is The Hour’ by Edw. J. Meeman, in 
“The Christian Century’ of May 31, 1944. 


® To Do 


The Christian citizen must be interested in 
his country’s influence abroad. He should wish 
it to be Christian, to count for the most. He 
must, therefore, keep himself informed on the 
current international problems of the day and 
bring to bear upon them in his own thinking 
the principles of Christ. He should then ex- 
press his convictions both in word and at the 
ballot box. 


For DECEMSER 16 


(Continued from Page 24) 


tion of the many. We are not alone. 
We are experiencing something of the 
Kingdom, for Heaven is a place where 
we shall neither be alone, nor a mem- 
ber of a small, select company, but 
one of the many thousands gathered 
before the Throne in worship of the 
Lamb and the God and Father of all. 


Our consideration has led us to see 
that all sorts of recreation may be 
valuable in righteous living. Recrea- 
tion is a tool of righteous living. We 
ought to enjoy it heartily “as unto the 
Lord.” It is not something apart. It 
is included in our lives as God made 
them for us to live here in this world. 
“All work and no play makes Jack a 
dull boy.” That is the proverb. It is 
true. And it not only makes him dull, 
but hampers him in living a righteous 
life. We have our duties to fulfill, our 
bread and butter to earn, but every 
one of us also must have recreation, 
alone, in company and sometimes in a 
vast concourse. We must use vigor- 
ously every chance for all kinds of 
recreation in order to gain from re- 
creation the help it has to give in 
Righteous Living. 


@ Questions 
What do we mean by recreation? 


Make some other grouping of kinds of 
recreation than the one in the topic, e. g., 
sports, arts, mental, physical, etc. 


Make a complete list of solitary recreations. 
What are the values of taking 
alone? 


Make as long a list as you can of recreations 
with a small group. 

In how many of such recreations do mem- 
bers of the League at this meeting participate? 


What values for righteous living do such 
recreations have? 


What are some of the most common mass 
recreations? 


How many members 
had part in any of them? 


What are their effects 
righteous living? 


Does recreation make people better? 


recreation 


of the League have 


and values for 


Twenty-eight 


Under what circumstances is recreation harm- 
ful, if ever? 

Why are some people opposed to recreations 
—lLeague socials, the theatre, dancing, cards, 
reading fiction? 


© Bible Readings 


Genesis 24:62, 63. Meditation is a fruitful 
form of recreation often enjoyed by many peo- 
ple. It requires no equipment but an active 
and well-stored mind, with the insight of the 
Spirit. 

I Samuel 20:35-40. This is selected only to 
show that archery was a form of recreation, at 


least for king’s sons, in Bible times. The 
Bible has few references to recreation. This 
is one of them. 

I Samuel 16:14-23. The playing of music 


often helps distressed souls. It must have been 
one of David’s means of recreation, by which 
also he was able to serve the King. 


Luke 7:31-35. This is a reference to chil- 
dren playing and through their free play imi- 
tating their elders. Play often reveals char- 
acter traits. It does here, as Jesus points out. 


Colossians 3:16,17. Everything-the Christian 
does is done for Christ’s sake and to God’s 
glory. Our recreations can help us in that, 
too. 


Exodus 32:6. One of the few instances of 
playing mentioned in the Bible from which 
good was not received by the players. The 
sort of play mentioned appears not to have been 
elevating, but degrading. 

Philippians 4:4-7. In all things, recreation 
and everything else, we must consider the 
things that are excellent and follow them. 


®@ Quotes 


He that will make a good use of any part 
of his life will allow a large portion of it to 
recreation.—Locke. 


_Amusements to virtue are like breezes of 
air to flame—gentle ones will fan it, but strong 
ones will put it out.—Thomas. 

Next to virtue the fun in this world is what 
we can least spare.—Strickland. 

_Play may not have so high a place in the 
divine economy, but it has as legitimate a 
place as prayer.—Holland. 

Great pleasures are serious.—Voltaire. 

God made all pleasures innocent.—Norton. 


Those pleasures are not pleasures which 
trouble the quiet and tranquility of life. 
—Taylor 
® To Read 
“Recreational Materials and Methods”’ 
by E. O. Harbin. 


“Psychology and Living” by W. White. 
“Sociology” by E. S. Bogardus. (Chapter 8) 
“Psychology and Personality” by R. Stagner. 


® To Do 


Enjoy yourself heartily, as unto the Lord, 
and always keep a reserve of time and strength 
to do things you are not required to do. Live, 
advancing beyond and around and above the 
requirements of duty. 


For DECEMBER 23 
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regrettable. Members of the church 
should try to learn what is truly fine 
and artistic, and endeavor to have the 
churches designed and furnished in 
ways which will be a true honor to 
God, and a real inspiration to the 
members of the church. 


Other Values 


In the art which we use in our priv- 
ate, domestic, and social life, we are 
concerned both with the excellence of 
the art, and with the content or mes- 


sage which the artistic object conveys. 
Because of the moral implications of 
such art, we ought to be specially con- 
scious of the message or meaning of 
such art. 


For example, a song which possessed 
undeniable musical excellence might 
be avoided by a Christian because it 
had unpalatable words or associations. 
There are some songs current today 
which are plainly blasphemous and 
which ought to be avoided by Chris- 
tians. Such songs do no good to a 
Christian’s religious convictions and 
practices. 


Another song, equally good from a 
“yopular” point of view, would be in- 
offensive to Christian belief, anl might 
be sung or played with a good con- 
science. 


Certain dances are unobjectionable 
to decent Christians, while others are 
both suggestive, and demoralizing. In 
the field of such social activity special 
care is necessary if evil is to be 
avoided. 


Would a Christian have in his home 
a pagan religious statue, or an inde- 
cent picture? Ought not a Christian 
rather provide ornaments that have a 
Christian significance? Many religious 
homes today have Christian figures or 
pictures to remind the members of the 
family of their faith, And one might 
add a word, that when such Christian 
ornaments are used, they ought to be 
good art, and not merely pleasing to 
piety. 

We ought to think of our private 
and social lives as the other part of 
our life spent in church, in the wor- 
ship of God. Our private and social 
lives should not fight against our faith, 
but express it, and prove it, and sup- 
port it. It is not desirable that there 
should be “show” or ostentation, or a 
parading of our faith. But we must 
try to express, and not suppress our 
faith. The arts which figure in our 
private life ought not to make our 
Christian life more difficult. , 


The Apostle has told us “not to be 
unequally yoked together’ with un- 
believers. Many of the external asso- 
ciations and activities of our life are 
far more significant than we some- 
times recognize. We cannot separate 
our life into compartments. Whatever 
speaks to us of beauty, truth, and 
goodness ought to be prized by Chris- 
tians; and we ought to be as certain of 
the truth and the goodness as we are 
of the beauty. We ought to think of 
the things that are “true and lovely, 
and of good report” (Philippians 4:8). 
The Christian life is more beautiful, 
and attractive, and happy than is the 
pagan life. The Christian should not 
be slow to reveal this in his own life. 


(Continued on Page 29) 
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(Continued from Page 28) 


The Christian should be conscious of 


the religious and moral importance of 


the things he uses, and with which he 
adorns his life. 


He should be certain 
that the things he admires and prizes 
meet Christian standards, and do not 
defeat Christian ends. 


® Questions for Discussion 


What do you think of the quality of the art 
represented in your church: architecture, orna- 
ments, symbols, furnishings? Are they good, 
mediocre, or poor? 

What kind of music does your church use 
(the music itself, not its performance, is meant 
here)? Is it good music so far as composition 
is concerned? Some knowledge of good music 
is necessary to the discussion of this question. 


Have you any scruples about attending cer- 
tain motion pictures? If so, why? If not, does 


this mean that you do not apply your faith to 
such matters? 


What do you think of the use of some re- 
ligious object (picture, figure, statue, cross) 
in the home? 


Have you ever felt that certain social gather- 
ings or practices were no good for a Christian? 
What has raised questions in your mind? Dis- 
cuss specific problems that have confronted you. 


Are you conscious of moral quality, as well 
as literary, in the books and magazines which 
you read? Would you abstain from reading a 
book which had been described to you as 
“risque’’? Are you sure enough about your 
faith to read questionable literature? 


® To Read 


“The Gospel in Art’’—Albert Edward Bailey 
“Christ and the Fine Arts” 
—Cynthia Pearl Maus 


“Famous Statues’—Edwin Rayner. 
“The World’s Great Religious Poetry” 
—Caroline Miles Hill 


“The Music Lover’s Handbook” 
—Elie Siegmeister 


Oe howDo 


Make a study of Christmas cards at this 
season. Collect all the pictures of Madonnas 
and learn all you can about each one. Possibly 
mount them for future showing. Make a scrap 
book of greeting cards and other Christmas 
pictures for some shut-in, an older person or 
a child. 


For DECEMBER 30 


(Continued from Page 26) 


Life is artistic. The artist shows the 
way of life. Because he loves the 
beauty of curve and color he paints. 
Because his heart sings with love, he 
makes music. Because we love we will 
do good. Because he values the tools 
which enable him to create these 
things of beauty, he cares for them and 
keeps them in order and at hand. So, 
because we love, we will do good to 
all, and we will care for and keep in 
order and at hand “the tools of right- 
eous living:” Prayer, first and always; 
the Word wherein we learn of God and 
man and the Right Way of Life; the 
Sacraments—symbols and instruments 
of God’s grace and power in us; Pub- 
lic Worship; intelligent decisions; good 
habits: social relationships; community 
responsibilities; national issues, global 
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influence; 


recreation; art. There may 
be more. 


Each of us may be fashion- 
ing tools of his own of special value to 
himself. These at least, as we have 
seen, are ways of righteous living 
which make us fruitful in the King- 
dom and bring glory to God and hap- 
piness to us and to all in His grace. 
Let us use them wisely, care for them 
carefully, and with glowing heart make 
them effective in Righteous Living. 


®@ Questions 


How can we restore the usefulness of any of 
“the tools of righteous living’, if it is not as 
good as it should be? 


What is the best way to keep any tool in 
order? 


Tell how to pray. 
How do you use the Word? 
How do Sacraments help? 


What part does Public 
Righteous Living? 


What are the bases for intelligent decisions? 
What good are habits? 


Worship play in 


_ How do social relationships help righteous 
living? 
What major community responsibilities do 


we all have? 
Is there morality in National Issues? 


How does America’s Global Influence affect 
each one’s righteous living? 


How does Recreation help righteousness? 
_ What does Art do to promote righteous liv- 
ing? 

How can each of us use each of these ef- 
fectively and constantly in Righteous Living? 


@ Bible Readings 

Galatians 5:6. The last part of this verse 
is the important part for us. All our righteous 
living comes from our faith in Christ working 
by love. 

Matthew 16:13-19. This is the foundation 
of all righteous living—the faith that Jesus is 
the Perfection of God and the Way of Life. 

I Corinthians 13. The motive of all righteous 
living is love. 

Matthew 5:6. Unless we have sincere and 
burning desire to be good, we will never get 
very far with it. 


Romans 13:10. Love is the guide, as well 
as the motive, of righteous living. 

I John 3:10-12. Love and righteousness are 
bound up together inseparably. 


Psalm 129. The present rewards of righteous 
living are here set down. 


@ Quotes and Comments 
A. flower cannot blossom without 


sunshine, 
and a man cannot live without love. 


—George Upton 


Love is precisely to the moral nature what 
the sun is to earth. 
—H. Balzac 


Let us have faith that right makes might, 
and in that faith let us dare to do our duty as 
we understand it. 

—Lincoln 


The proof of a thing being right is that it 
has power over the heart; that it excites us, 
wins us or helps us. ; 

—Ruskin 


I like life and I like righteousness; if I can- 
not keep the two together, I will let life go 
and choose righteousness 


®@ To Read 
“On Being a Real Person’ by H. E. Fosdick 


“What Man Can Make of Man” 
by W. E. Hocking 


“Screwtape Letters’ by C. S. Lewis 


—Mencius 


® To Do 


Use all of these tools of Righteous Living all 
he time. 


“THERE’S A STAR IN THE SKY” 
(Continued Page 2) 

Again many years passed when final- 
ly a planet appeared, a great golden 
plane that circled the sun once every 
year. The tiny Star begged the planet 
to stay and comfort it, but the planet 
went on its way scornfully, only re- 
marking that probably the tiny Star 
had been thrown there to get it out of 
the way. 


from 


Soon another planet, this one not so 
bright, appeared. This planet was 
known as the earth, but it explained to 
the tiny Star that it could not stop for 
even a millionth part of a second on 
its journey around the sun. But the 
tiny Star loved the earth because it 
had been the only one to take the 
trouble to explain why it could not 
stay. And the tiny Star thought it 
might make things more bearable for 
itself if it could but help the planet 
earth because it alone had been kind. 


But again, many, many dark, lonely 
years passed until the tiny Star 
thought it could bear the loneliness no 
longer, but decided to try to shine for 
at least one more night. But on this 
loneliest of all nights, a most wonder- 
ful thing happened. An angel came 
looking for the most beautiful star. 
Not the brightest, or the largest, but 
the one that was beautiful enough to 
shine for a very special purpose. The 
stars sparkled their best as the angel 
appeared, but the angel passed by the 
largest stars and the great, golden 
planet, and went into the dark lonely 
place in the east where shone the tiny 
Star. The angel took the tiniest Star 
in his hand and lifted it up and set it 
on fire with glory, and it shone as no 
other star had shone before or since. 
And the angel said to the tiny Star, 
“The earth is in great trouble and 
needs a star to guide it. You have 
spent so many years alone in the dark 
sky. You want to do something for 
the earth because it was kind to you. 
You have been chosen as the Star to 
guide it.” 


And so it was that the tiny Star be- 
came the star that led the shepherds 
and the wise men to the manger in 
Bethlehem where Jesus was born. 


From this tiniest of all stars, which 
is still guiding us today, we can learn 
our lesson. No matter how small, how 
far away from things we may seem to 
be, we are here for a purpose. If we 
will just be strong enough to “shine” 
through the dark of the night, the 
great hour will come for us, as it did 
for the tiny Star, when we shall be 
able to “help the earth.” 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 


LIBRARY FUND PROJECT 
October 1, 1945 


DUES REPORT 
October 1, 1945 


Northern California 
6—Southern California 
10—Canada 
Columbia District 
9—Connecticut 
Florida 
Georgia-Alabama 
8—lIllinois 
13—Indiana 
lowa 
Kansas 
5—Kentucky-Tennessee 
11—Maryland 
Michigan 
12—Midwest 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Montana 
Nebraska 
2—New Jersey 
7—New York 
North Carolina 
Ohio 
4—Pacific Northwest 
Pennsylvania: 
14—Central Pennsylvania 
Ministerium 
Pittsburgh 
Rocky Mountain 
3—South Carolina 
Texas 
Virginia 
1—West Virginia 
Weel Boooochadogospcnoos uooocpoNVou0[G 
South Saskatchewan, Canada 
Alberta District, Canada 


450.25 
309.50 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP FUND 
January 1, 1945 to September 30, 1945 


Total 
League Quota Paid 
Northern California .... $25.00 5.00 
3—Southern California .. 50.00 78.00 
(GEBEGE, socecabontencas 240.00 156.00 
Columbia District ...... 20.00 
Gonnecticutime -rrieterererciere 35.00 16.00 
IMySGEY  ooaontoncodogon 30.00 6.00 
Georgia-Alabama ....... 85.00 60.00 
WOES ~~ oogoancdnonoodG 180.00 59.25 
Niriclial tia mmemecenstencrseer ters tener aye 100.00 34.00 
P—Towaeh widaeieciarcie sie 85.00 92.63 
[Kans as\emeevaredorersrseevavetsycvelare 125.00 68.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee 50.00 25.00 
Maryland” feces. ccrcessor 275.00 191.00 
Michigati em coerce six eves spel vs 80.00 26.00 
IMiid wes tame systercievere sy thelu save 130.00 115.00 
Minnesotammree-tresinceitier 80.00 21.00 
6—Mississippi .......... 15.00 15.00 
WiKoSEbEL poogopoodonods 15.00 
INebraskcag tarccise-ieterefelercusters 85.00 32.00 
News Jersey eras cite eiecierels 130.00 112.00 
News ¥ Ork? Pihic sortemetes 420.00 193.00 
2—North Carolina ..... 520.00 758.00 
(@}ibtomr 5 Oar cragomomn ce 300.00 89.00 
Pacific Northwest ..... 25.00 
Pennsylvania: 
Central Penna. ..... - 470.00 259.00 
Ministerium ......... 800.00 561.90 
Pittsburg heehee cise 320.00 98.25 
1—Rocky Mountain 20.00 50.00 
5—South Carolina ...... 325.00 412.48 
INO EE Gadsooosooktoac6a9 45.00 33.00 
4—Virginiameeeeniiesiret 240.00 248.00 
WiestamVireinia murs sreletelsiei 45.00 15.00 
Wisconsin aeterrciclerle cele 25.00 14.00 
Mianitobamemeatciateertres 12.00 
Specialy eeu suciastmevctts 12.00 
$3,867.51 
Thirty 


Loyalty 

$ 5.00 

$ 5.00 
80.00 


5.00 
20.00 
70.63 
45.00 
15.00 
70.00 
17.00 
78.00 
11.00 
15.00 


15.00 
40.00 
60.00 
251.00 
$5.00 


110.00 
144.80 
30.00 


233.29 
15.00 
155.00 
10.00 


10.00 
10.00 


Cont. 


$53.00 
61.00 


1.00 
1.00 
10.00 
11.00 
9.00 
22.00 
3.00 


56.00 
4.00 
12.00 


2.00 
32.00 
83.00 

382.00 
14.00 


104.00 
217.50 
18.25 


144.19 
13.00 
68.00 


14.00 
2.00 
2.00 


$1,575.72 $1,338.94 


Paid 


$ 79.00 
270.25 


53.00 


82.75 
221.25 
106.25 

65.00 


60.00 
270.50 
67.00 
140.00 


11.50 


186.75 
300.00 
553.75 
187.50 

25.00 


450.25 
154.75 
387.00 
22.75 
171.21 
43.75 


19.09 
10.00 


$3,938.21 


Gift 
Honor 
Mem’! 


$20.00 
15.00 


15.00 
5.00 
50.00 
43.25 
5.00 


20.00 
10.00 
65.00 

5.00 
25.00 
10.00 


15.00 
40.00 
50.00 
125.00 
20.00 


45.00 
199.60 
50.00 
50.00 
35.00 
5.00 
25.00 
5.00 


$952.85 


Paid 
24—Northern California $48.00 $49.00 
22—Southern California 129.00 130.00 
4=Canadawercnireeile teeters ier 150.00 589.89 
Columbia District .......0..ccecccsss-seeree 48.00 35.72 
16—Connecticut, ceca cee eee le tele cle ere 137.00 140.25 
Bilorida 1 iio cle ne tiles acavare stapeketeye tele: sisilarsteererer egrets 76.00 61.61 
6—Georgia-Alabama ........----++-+++se-ees 165.00 192.48 
==) GI ote ose HG oma mo OO Ond Binkrooe ai o.o cre hoo a 417.00 491.70 
Boma TGIANA ceesais aie eusas leche lenetehe tee elelgielielshaere: steiane 201.00 201.00 
BameT OWA! wl shows wc evsiers cahiahe e-.etsuel enersiatts loverlsltsa eles eietateL ares 265.00 276.00 
£1 — KS NSS) Weis cere o. cceueiece orarece woe sotesalintnimiansr seers 201.00 201.00 
10—Kentucky-Tennessee  .......-.-- se eeereee 69.00 TL25 
13—Maryland 505.00 675.08 
WINGMEN A5ooncouecucouGG0ed ODDO GoADUOE d 169.42 
12 Midwest movie mec icitere Clauitects tel teres seater B 157.16 
20—Minnesota . 218.00 
25—Mississippi : 30.11 
(a orhehel oomsaconoobougoasovousoandedos ; 12.50 
Nebraskans : 94.93 
1—New Jersey : 264.38 
14—New York : 1.030.71 
9—North Carolina : 1,475.88 
Ph ON ib es Aine ede ROO ODDO emo oo Aree B 577.67 
23—Pacific Northwest ........<s08+ s+ scene 68.00 68.00 
Pennsylvania : 

18—Central Pennsylvania .............-.-. 1,237.00 1,294.00 
19=—Ministeriumimercctiercn rs reterrcicreier-Elelelte 2,185.00 2,326.93 
Pittsburgh ate rte creryteder rrr 630.00 587.73 
Rocky) Mountain ........0...0+ee--ss2-0es- 56.00 50.00 
17=2Southe(Carolinal gecesi tetereertetsier | sre 655.00 838.20 
Gi Che Hod ho Bono OH GED ODO LO OGTD Ono As mae on.c 120.00 113.62 
Wilraintes codonovSunoboLoDoDOUOn DOWN DOG oDN-05 646.00 132.22 
152 Weestanv inginidmer. yi terstenerelee tele ls makers 92.00 117.36 
PEN detti  Goniocsrnccddses0so0 5000000500 110.00 113.14 
Manitobaweteiernetie a ererasectels oie eieahenensisns rere 5.0€ 
$12,831.94 
ANNIVERSARY APPEAL 
October 1, 1945 
Quota Paid 
Northern California $125.00 
Southern California 200.00 
Canada thn iret ie oterete canes ave oiaieliolene, erates cocorenenetsterel size 1,100.00 
Columbia District 100.00 
(CONHECtICUE Mira cteliovaie sol ervalore eratenerecetorstelenelcionsiane 225.00 
Flori daiscqieracialsnereietaterets aretcacieeversconske obeVotoloteteere sels 200.00 
1—Georgia-Alabama_ ........-...0eseeecceree 325.00 $325.00 
1 Dobos) Celie ctey asters trot cho Proenn ceorer a BIO CIGiG DOIN GO KC 900.00 
IGIEVEY GodiwoabiocnpaodandcoDoce DODO OoOUOeS 5 3 
iG C Wee aioe aioe DOE Oe cite A GMO cor oc keNS 
Kansas! ies creas sista ole 
Kentucky-Tennessee 
Maryland! vga cnenetsie euencholetocersfe¥ere) seleiemer cuseroners 
Mich igaritrracs rtacustottenctersroiormoratens (ensue hetetanckeseiess 15.00 
Midwest, Coc cactonrencsfec sinievetecxeresetela cteunoienoteeiaonets 
Minnesotas nani « vitisvete ms crotere evartisravereisiebenetaneieneits 
Mississippi. GAcitsssuote< et edeateten evs aber tevaleter or eteaemrenere 
Moai tarial Maar prema eeticis otorerclcvereieteio eteveterate nr ciatee tere 
Nebraskavgtss titra ters cys stocks toners: suevclekel aise eherstetone 
New? Jersey east nievrcna © osev sumetonercaeec lena tence terete 
Niews, Viork: jctstilet seteicus, oho tots eis opejorcteveorstonereretereteinieilo 
North Carolina genentcteccketcrercvetctaveeotensieretomuctorecene 16.65 
(Oho as momo one do. auto 
Pacific Northwest 
Pennsylvania: 
@entraliPennsylvania mene eee eee “1,900.00 
Ministeritunit oh. oceans se acc eo ee ee 4,450.00 33.75 
Pittsburgh: “lates evesnietsrarermaveve Ore eoerae terete 1.250.00 
Rocky sMiotintainmerrciecr ccattacicitn eerie iiets 75.00 
Sottth? (Caro limat 2 eicccteiste cicssiers etareceeketthteeinerercane 1,150.00 
AK eks Ooadenan ons AadncinagooodncgoedoDouNTL 175.00 
2=— Virginia’ Us sce convene hee eee 1,050.00 1,050.00 
Wiest) Virginia) (.. daveucis «6: tomtonaene use oresenesetotem onan 175.00 16.00 
WiASCONSIN cfrtlaisisieis snciace Sa lere ete este eee ee tote 500.00 
$1,456.40 
WAR SERVICE PROGRAM 
October 1, 1945 
Northern California Montana gear erent 
Southern California ... Nebraskawtra 2 eerie 
Canada iene iiieel iter New Jersey <5 .0..cnen 
Columbia District ..... New. Yor seer 
Connecticut Wie. siete North Carolina 
Bilonidat ee ss ssrevtoreun ees $12.48 10, Rath stalsia Spee eee 
Georgia-Alabama ...... Pacific Northwest ..... 
Tllinois 25.00 Pennsylvania: 
Indiana Central Pennsylvania 9.84 
lowa Minis terittmalee sete eie 25.56 
Kansas Pittsburzh) + sae 7.00 
Kentucky-Tennessee Rocky Mountain ..... 
MESSNER!  cosehorasnond 8.37 south) Carolina sees 1.65 
Michigan’ ia-mem so cle : Texasta gene } 
Midwestigrcratel ater Wanrci nic een Ps anaes 
WUTEMES OA Goo nodgoeor West Virginial 4... 5... 
INISSISSIDDIamcrrer tei ene WiSconsiinmameereen ieee 
$89.90 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT, SEPT. 1945 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA - - Total 1 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA - - Total 57 
CANAD Aga = Total 75 
COLUMBIA DISTRICT 
CONNECTICUT =—-- = = = = Total 4 
Harley Petersen 
Memorialized by 
Grace Young People’s Luther League, 


Hartford 
Charles Libutzke 
Memorialized by 
Grace Young People’s Luther League, 


Hartford 
FLORIDA =e m= ==) otal) 2 
GEORGIA-ALABAMA =a hotaled:7 


Pfc. Ray Fetzer 
Memorialized by 
Zion Luther League, Marlow 
Cpl. Barton Zipperer 
Leaguers in the Service, 
By Georgia-Alabama Luther League 
Scott Diemoner 
Olga H. Olsen 
Mil Hermansen 


TELEINOIS = = = =- = = - = = Total 14 

INDIANA - - - - - - - = = Total 14 
Betty R. Amstutz 
St. Luke’s Luther League, Logansport 
Mrs. Byron Faust 

IOWA - Se ee =) ston =) Total 26 
Rev. Wm. R. Eller 


Richard Johannesen 
Harry Rohwer 
Charles Witt 
Kathryn Lesher 
Rey. M. E. Lesher 
Robert Hant 

Marian Work 

David S. Parker 
Sgt. Loren Parker 
Helen Duncan 
Virginia Wirt 

Irene Cowen 

Helen Jean Petersen 
Rey. W. E. Kmet 
Mae Farrance 

Helen Farrance 
Luther League of Iowa 


St. John’s Luther League, Des Moines 

St. Paul’s Luther League, Davenport 

St. Mark’s Luther League, Davenport 
Clinton Luther League, Clinton 

Cedar Rapids Luther League, Cedar Rapids 
Burlington Luther League, Burlington 


KANSAS See = =) = hotalltG 
KENTUCKY-TENNESSEE - - - Total 5 
MARYLAND - - - - - - Total 69 


Maryland Synodical Luther League 
Arnold A. Sorensen 
George Towberman 
Miss Claire Tucker 
Mrs. T. H. Zimmerman 
Miss Helen Stephens 
Theora E. Weaver 
Martin E. Wiegand, 

By Miss A. Barbara Wiegand 
Elizabeth Wiegand, 

By Miss A. Barbara Wiegand 
Miss Barbara Wiegand, 

By Miss A. Barbara Wiegand 
Miss A. Barbara Wiegand 


MICHIGAN ~=2= = = = = = = Total-—8 
MIDWEST" = =- = = = = =- = = Total31 
Leaguers Who Died in Service, 
Memorialized by 
St. John’s Luther League, 
Lanham, Nebraska 
MINNESOTA == = =) == - Lotal 93 
MISSISSIPPI - - - - - - - = Total 1 
MONTANA 
NEBRASKA) == = 9- = = Total’ 8 
NEW JERSEY - - - - - - - Total 47 
NEW YORK =e) ee Cotale lo? 
NORTH CAROLINA - - - - - Total 446 
OHIO et =e ae oe = = Jae = | Dotal 26 
S /Sgt. H. Bruce McIntosh, Jr. 
Miss Jo Ann McIntosh 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
PENNSYLVANIA: 
Central Pennsylvania - - - - - Total 120 
Arthur Lukens, Jr. 
Ministerium So Po OIG So MRSA All 
Luther Leaguers in Service Who Paid 


Supreme Sacrifice, By Kenneth Hildebrand 
Ascension Luther League, Lancaster 
Dorothy Mumma 


Catherine Powell 

Marion L. Schreiber 

Rev. Clarence E. Miller 

Mrs. Sarah Wagner 

Gold Star Boys, 
Memorialized by 
Zion Luther League, Weatherly 

St. James Luther League (Intermediate), 
Chalfont 

Ann Goschler 

Rev. Sterling F. Bashore 

Mrs. Sterling F. Bashore 

Leaguers in Service, By Luther League of 
St. Stephens, Wilmington, Delaware 

Miss E. Walter Hinkle 


Miss Jean Strohecken 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Reitz 
Mrs. M. DeStefano 


Miss Maron Houck 

Miss Thelma Evans 

Miss Ethel Wommer 

Workers Conference of Ministerium of 

Pennsylvania 

Elizabeth J. Schmehl 

Pvt. Claude E. Schmehl 
Pittsburgh - - - - - 

Ruth Martsolf 

Charles W. Fuhr 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN - - - - - 
SOUTH CAROLINA - - - - - 

Luther League of South Carolina 

George Hamiter 

Clarice Fulmer 

Ronnie Boland 

Amelia Wingard 

Juanita Starr 

Christine Wingard 

Vivian Davis 

Josephine Long 

Catherine Sease 

Edythe Sanders 
TEXAS pe = = emi cnn oe 

Elmo Minzenmeyer 
VLR GUN AS = =e) 

Rev. and Mrs. T. C. Parker 
WEST VIRGINIA - - - - - - 
WISCONSIN -—-- - = = = = - 
MANITOBA Se faa a ae 

Manitoba Luther League 


Total 33 


Total —2 
Total 157 


Total 17 
Total 101 
AME Ss 


Total 11 
Total 4 


WHEN YOUR BOY-FRIEND 
COMES HOME... 


(Continued from Page 9) 


timid. Strange as it may seem, that 
daring and fearless fighter of World 
War II may be shy and timid in social 
groups of civilian life. He may feel 
that he doesn’t fit, that civilians do not 
understand him, that he cannot pos- 
sibly adjust to being a civilian again. 
Now, this is not true of every returned 
service-man, but it may be true of 
some. So do not put your boy-friend 
into one or the other category until 
he is home and you can see for your- 
self. 


Plan some things together at home. 
There’s no place like home. The sery- 
ice-man will doubtless appreciate and 
“so in a big way’ for “domestic vir- 
tues” in the girl-friend. He'll like to 
see evidences of genuine domestic vir- 
tues. Do your best. 


DECEMBER, 1945 


Above All, Be Patient and 
Understanding 


Because G. I. Joe has changed and 
because the girl who stayed at home 
has changed, much patience and under- 
standing is needed on the part of both. 
And because young ladies—many of 
them—have been home during the 
course of this war, they will be ex- 
pected to possess the greater patience 
and understanding. Perhaps this has 
always been the case, but it must es- 
pecially be so now. 


Many returned service men for some 
time will be restless, impatient, on the 
move. They will be faced with the ne- 
cessity for adjustment to civilian life. 
This calls for months of truest under- 
standing. Especially if the boy who 
comes home has been handicapped by 
a serious wound, or if he has had too 
much of war and has to be treated for 
a while because of a break under the 
tension of war. 


If your boy-friend is in the hospital, 
visit him. Let him know that you care. 
However, he doesn’t want tears or 
sentimentality. He needs the warmth 
of your love and courage and fortitude 
to see him through this handicapped 
condition. Face it frankly, but not 
harshly and without respect to his 
feelings. It would be well to familiar- 
ize yourself with the treatment he gets. 
Learn from the nurses, doctors, social 
workers and those who treat him the 
attitude you must take. But, above all, 
be patient and understanding. 


Changes have taken place in both 
of you. In a way to each other you are 
both unknown people. There are as- 
pects of your lives that can best be 
re-discovered in the free companion- 
ship of a fine friendship. With that 
added dash of realism and with an 
earnest prayer in your hearts, discover 
each other anew and learn the deeper 
meaning of true love when your boy- 
friend comes home! 


Thirty-one 
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CARTHAGE COLLEGE 


“The College of the Open Book™ 

A LUTHERAN COLLEGE e 1. Christian experience and character 
Stressin 2. Culture and refinement 
FOR LUTHERAN YOUTH g 3. Thorough training for life work 


A strong Christian faculty—accreditment by North Central Association for 
past 29 years—thousands of successful alumni. 


DEGREES: B.A., B.S., B.MUS. BASIC PREPARATION FOR: 
Business Administration Agriculture 
Teacher Training Dentistry 
*Home Economics (for Smith-Hughes teaching) Engineering 
Music—including radio training Law 
Physical Education Medicine 
Physical Sciences (5 major fields) Nursing 
Social Sciences Social Service 
Humanities Library 
Theology 


COSTS—VERY REASONABLE 
Under new plan, four-year courses can be completed in three calendar years 


“Yes, you can prepare for Smith Hughes Home Economics teaching 
at Carthage. All work fully accredited. 


Write 
ERLAND NELSON, President CARTHAGE, ILLINOIS 


Thirty-two LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 
DEACONESS CALLING 


AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


Send for Literature and Particulars 
THE LUTHERAN DEACONESS MOTHERHOUSE 
AND TRAINING SCHOOL 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. 


Baltimore, Md. 


One Hundred Years Ago 


Wittenberg College was founded to furnish a liberal education 
in a Christian atmosphere. 


It continues to provide for Lutheran youth a superior 
preparation for a useful and efficient life. 


2 Wittenberg College offers a full liberal arts curriculum, 
including pre-professional and teacher training programs. 


Catalog and View-Book upon request 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


Gettysburg College 


Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world- 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


Susquehanna University 


Owned and Controlled by the 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 


Hamma Divinity School 


(Founded 1845) 


An approved Seminary of the Church, offering a thorough 
course in all major branches of theology. 


Fully accredited by the Association of American 
Theological Scsools. 


A strong faculty, a large library, cultural advantages, and 
opportunities for clinical experience. 


For catalogue or other information, addrese: 


DEAN E. E. FLACK or PRESIDENT R. E. TULLO8S 
SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 
AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE 
Stressing Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasised 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write 


Russell Galt, Ph.D. 


Dean 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


Lutheran Synods of South 

Fully accredited, offering A.B. and B.S. degrees with 
majors in eight fields of concentration. 

Special training in Liberal Arts, Music, Business. 

Preparation for Medicine, Law, Theology, Engineering. 

Well-rounded and adequate program of student activities. 

Personal attention to the individual student. 

Mild winter climate in the healthful Piedmont section 
of the state. 

Very reasonable expenses 


For Catalogue, write Jas. C. Kinard, Pres. 


FOR WOMEN 


MARION COLLEGE 


MARION, VIRGINIA 
JUNIOR COLLEGE OF THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 


In the Blue Grass Section of Southwestern Virginia 


—FIRST TWO YEARS OF COLLEGE WORK 
—LAST TWO YEARS OF HIGH SCHOOL WORK 


Liberal Arts 
General Culturai 
Education 

Home Economics 


Pre-Nursing 
Pre-Technician 


Home Atmosphere 


Write to THE REV. HENRY E. HORN, President 


Pre-Social Work 
Pre-Library Science 


Pre-Journalism 
Merchandising 

Business Education 
Dramatic Art and Speech 
Music 


Reasonable Rates 
BOX L, MARION, VIRGINIA 


ORDER EARLY 


(Supply Limited) 


Bach Marks for (Atistmas 


Illustration shows book-clip to 
match and the method of attach- 
ing to book. Fine grade of silk 
cord is used for connecting the 
book-mark and clip. The book- 
mark is hammered by hand on 


edges. 


Two kinds of metal, solid cop- 
per and nickle silver are avail- 
able. Both are beautiful. Choice 
can be indicated, but we will ship 
the book-mark that is available 
should the supply of one metal be 
exhausted at time the order is re- 
ceived. 


“HFIP? 
50a 


An 
Inexpensive 


Gift 


TWO STYLES 


SLOPING CROSS 
Book Mark Number 100 


i’ 


STRAIGHT CROSS 
Book Mark Number 105 


7 


IHS Blind Stamped on 
Either Style 


a 


Attractively Packed in Christmas ~ 
Folder for Presentation, White 
Envelope Included 


T 


Orders Filled At Once 


ah 


Order Early To Avoid Disappointment 
As Stock Is’ Limited 
This Year 


Illustration Actual Size 


Price, 35c each or Three for a $1.00 


Designs May Be Assorted 


Remittance in Full Must Accompany Orders 


For Sale Only By 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


429-437 HERR STREET 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


